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TO 



The Descendants of Robert Barclay. 

MY DEAR RELATIONS, 

ITaving observed with concern, how 
widely several of roy honourable grandfather's 
descendants have deviated from the pRth in 
which he found it his duty to walk, and both 
by example and precept to recommend ; I em- 
ployed a friend to collect every thing that had 
been published respecting him, and which was 
worthy of notice, in order to leave among you, 
by way of legacy ; hoping that such an account 
might stimulate to serious self-examination. 

I am now in the seventy-fourth year of my 
.age, and I believe there are nearly two hundred 



and fifty of yov^ who call me nncle: and, at 
the poet Skenstone said, I would claim kindred 
fo the fortieth generatioiw 

In the conrfe of my experience, I Ifave scdtf 
repeated examples in our society of harm to its 
members by deviatiog from its wise rules, and 
good practices; sometimes they have occasioned 
much pain to themselyes^when they have thovght 
right to step back again. In other instances 
they have made but ad inconsideraUe %ure in 
the estimation* of wise men of other persuasions* 

By perusing the following little tract, you 
will see our Ancestor's conduct and character $ 
how he laboured, and how he suffered for the 
caufe which he thought a right one ; and I 
particularly recommend to your perusal, ln% 
Catechism and his ' Apology : — and whilst 
incntion:n;T the writ-n^s of ".ohfrt T;Asr-. w-. 



I do not fafget to recommeiid tlie fr^eat read- 
ing of the Holy Scr^tnresy which I belieret aro 
aUe to make ^ wise unto salvation through 
^ £uth which it in Christ Jesus.** Many of 
yon knowt that it has been my practice fer 
many years^ to have a portion of them read 
6tSSf in my faimly« I widi it was more gene* 
raBy done in others; instead of spending much 
ftedous time rery unprofitaUy and hurtfully« 
in die perusal of productions which often ua» 
dermme erery sentiment of religion. 

With ferrent desires for your advancement 
nnd preservation in the best things ; and that» 
the following publication may prove of advaa* 
ta^ to the present and future generationst I 
afiectioaatdy bid you farewd. 

^_ DAVID BARCLAY* 
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Alt Rou G H the memory of RoBBRT Barclat 
is not likely to perish^ it seems desirable to add 
«ne more memorial to those already existing: 
chiefly fcH: the purpose of bringing into a narrow 
compass, a view of his life and labours, and of 
furnishing many of his numerous descendants, 
"whose usual avocations do not lead them to the 
study of his writings and chara^er, ^msh a por- 
trait of their honorable predecessor^ which may 
«;^cit€ iheir admiration, engage their esteeili, 
«od^ if possible, induce tk«ir imitatioa. 
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Imitation, indeed, as it is not the source of 
virtue, 80 neither can it be virtue's support; 
yet the examples of pious men ii^ preceding 
ages are encouragements to the pious of the 
present, and are a call upon such who have not 
yet arrived at equal degrees of Ipiritual attain- 
ment,^ to examine the nature of the obstruction* 
Seeing, ^* The same Lord over all is rich unto 
*^ all that call upon him,'* we must, probably^, 
seek in ourselves for the cause of the difference 
which we observe; and should we be persuaded 
in earnest to make proof of his riches, good- 
ness, and mercy, by calling upon him, in afi 
huniUe sense of our misery and want, — ^a 
want which no other riches can supply — we 
shall find it no disgrace to our character, to- 
be found *^ followers of them who througH 
*< faith and patience inherit the promises.*** 

There arc three general views in which we 
may survey the life of Rpb£Rt Barci^av. 
We may first trace hia origin^ survey his youth 



tnd education, and obsenre his progress to thtt 
eminence in religious stability to which he ar* 
rived; in the next place the events of his short* 
but well-spent life may be reviewed ; and^ lastly* 
ve may naturally advert to the catalogue of hi» 
c:«cellent writings : in which* with others of the 
faithfid Friends of the age in which he livedo 
he ** being dead yet fpeaketh.*'* 

Robert Barclay was born at Gordons^ 
tounf in the (hire of Murray, the 23d oF 
December (then the tenth niontli)- 1648. 
William Penn has mentioned Edinburgh as his* 
iHTth place; but his family esteem this to be 
an error. :|: Hi» lineal ancestors are traced 
hack, by unquestionable documents, to Theobald 
de Berkeley, who lived in the reign of David I. 
king of Scotland* This king came to the- 

• Motto to4he CoUection of his Works*. 
•MlCemeirt of the life of'CoL O. BarcUy of Vie, aoA of biff; 
«!4«at ton R. Barclay of Urie, p. 31. 

t Gcaealogidl Account of the Barclayt of Urie^c*. 

A^2. 



thrime m i ia4i and was confequendy ccmtem* 
porary with Henry L of England, foo of the 
Norman conqueror. 

Ak3cander de Berkeley> the fourth In socces* 
mon from TheobftUy having obtained by nuur-> 
rlage, in 13519 the lands of Mathers^ the 
£unily afterwards became designated by the ap« 
pellation of De Berkeley of Mathers ; until his 
great grandson, called also Alexander, changed 
the name to the present mode of spelling,^ 
Barclay. Such a change seems to imply but 
little acquaintance with books and recordsf 
yet this Alexander wsfcs repatsd to be a scholar; 
4nd to him are a8cr3>ed sottie vetses said to ba 
%titten by a hxird of Mathers, as advice to hi« 
son. The verses, whoever may have been the 
author, are worth preserving, both for their 
|uety and good sense, and supposing them to be 
^is, as a specimen of Scottish poetry in xbc 
£&eenth century. ' ' 
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And thf iwcMfoa bcuik thy UQ4t 
4b«ve «n tyn^St lief God in iear; 
Utmolt iiPVI^ wkh wrufovs gtart 
Nor OQiifBesi fiothing wrangously | 
Witl^ thy neighhonr keep charity. 
See that thon pass not thy estate; 
Obey duly thy magistrate ; 
Oppress noty hut support the puire; 
To help the common weill take cnhv* 
0ft no deceit; mell not with treafoft| 
And tf> all WKH d« ligfat and j^siHk 
Both lutQ w«m4 and deed be tmc^ 
4)1 kiad of -wkkedneas <«chew« 
Slay BQ tttSLn ; nor ihejreto consent ^ 
Be not cruel, but patient. 
AlJya ay in some guld place^ 
With noble, honest, godly, race. 
Hate huirdome, and all vices flee ; 
Be humble ; haunt guid cbmpanie. 
Help thy friend, and do nao xvrang^ • 
And God shall make thy house stand laog^ 



If this be really the production of the first 
Barclay, it is probable that the spelling of some 
of the words has been modernised. 
' The eighth in descent from Alexander 
Barclay, was David Barclay; who, being in 
straitened circumstances through his expensive 
living, sold his paternal estate of Mathers, 
after it had remained 300 years in the family, 
and also a more ancient inheritance which it 
had held {oo years. Hereon, the designation 
of Barclay of Mathers wasJost^ but in 1648, 
on the purchase of Urie by David, son of the 
last Barclay of Mathers, and father to Robert, 
the £unily assumed that of Barclay of Urie, 
which the spirit of feudal times, still surviving 
in Scotland^ is disposed to retain. 

This description of pedigree may seem im- 
ftttincMt VI religious biography ; ;ind it must 
be allowed that, unconnected with virtue in 
ihe descendant << to j)e laid in .the balance, k 



*< is ahogetfaer Hghter thin fanity.''* It It 
l^ter than ynadtjf and wone tliu DOthiog^ 
because it senres, among such as have not 
learned in the school of Christ, to prompt, 
nnd to foster, human pride. But when wc 
have learned to believe that birth and rank often 
prove the means of man being opposed to the 
simplicity of a Christian life i and see one in 
the possession of these distiadionSf esteemii^ 
them as of little value, in .comparison of <^the 
** excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
** the Lord ;" it serves, to evince the fervour 
and chastity of his love, and the prevalence of 
the power which would xedeem from the love 
of earthly enjoyments. 

Previously to an account of the life of 
Robert Barclay, it may be pleasing to ad* 
vert for a short time to ^at of his father, 
David Barclay of Urie, commonly called 
Cdonel Barchyi who was bom at Kirktoun-^ 



mu, the s«^t of the Bardays of l%&ers^ fit 
ifio.^ Ia his youth he vn^^ a volunteer in ^c 
Swcdifh army, ixthere he ro«e tor the laok oT 
^dpr.f On ike Ix-eakhig out of the cinl i»affr 
he rftomed home^ an<| became q(46o^ el a r»- 
^ment of horse on the ^de of i^ kiog ; t)ut oft 
ihe soceesG oif Giomwelt in Scetkuid he losst hif 
iDilkftfy einpk>yitieBt6, which he ne?er aftet ^^ 
simed. Notwithstandhig his attachmeot to die^ 
royal cause, he was commiued^ after the resto- 
TatioBy a prisoner to Edinburgh castle; but was 
afterwards liberated, without any thing being 
hud to his charge, or any reason given for his 
commitment.:]: In this prison he met with 
John Swinton, a person' who had been in the 
interest of Cromwell^ and was then confined oq 

fJlt, it eopfiijtentlj t^id that p««id Barclay, in hVl 70^ lold A 
iible, in order to pvrchate a aword ; bat in future life, viewln|^ 
^StMP in « #pen*l IfM M Wf^ |I»H iKr| lif^. 19 



Aaft siQoaml. Swlniui had bcm U^tiniedL of 
4999MW by t)ie Sc<>ttadi pKrlinoKMit abMit niiK 
yeani beforet but had eicaped iaM ]^i^la«d| 
whoi/^, OQ the reviyal cf the regal goveromeot, 
J|k« ^ra« sent ^ pftaoi^er to £ili«bqrgh. Bui dttriii^ 
his residence ia £n^bu\d he fa^ adopted the 
^priqclples of Fnends; and> when in Ediobargh 
casdcy he was moxe coocenied tq ipr^ tben^ 
ibm to defend his owi^ life. Thi^ persop is 
said to hsfv^ been the instnuaeAt of convincing 
l^aidd B^<^% of t^e ^th, of the^ pnf&cipks i 
Uaty ^yQGording ^> his son's acx^Rt, he did 
not pro^ them opettlj until a few yeais 
^i^ David Barclay underwent the indig- 
.jgiitiies 9g!4 imprisomnents* often • the lot Qf 
,i^ eai^ly friendS) aud died ia the ye^ 
. i696j* On one occasion of p^r^cuUr ahu^e 
from the populace a;t Aberdeeq^ he remarked 
,t|^ be felt mgce satis&^on, a$i weU as hpopur, 
iA \mg 90 io»lj^ed for his reltgious prip^iflef. 
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tEaa he used to do, when the mag^rates were 
accustomed to meet him at a distance firoili 
the cityy and conduct him to public entertain- 
ments in the town-house; afterwards accom- 
ipanying him as many miles on his way from 
^em, in order to gain his favour. 

The following account of his closing days 
is taken from the testimony of his son.* 

In his illness * he signified a quiet contented 

* mind, freely resigned up to the will of God. 
^. About two days before his death, feeling his 
•* weakness with the pain [from the gravcl3> ia 
'* an agony he said, / am gone now ; and. then, 

* instantly checking himself, added, But IJball 

* go to the Lord, and he gathered to many of my 
^ brethren who are gone before me; and to my 

* dear son,* This was his youngest son, who 
died at sea about a year before. 

* The I ith of the 8 th month, between twt> 
■* aad three in the morning, he growing weakef, 

* Baun^y't Worki, fol. 907. 
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*T drew nigh to him. He said, // tiii my ton? 
« I said, yea, and spake a few words rignifying 
« my travail that He that loved him might be 
*near him to the end. He answered, The 

• Lord'u m^b, rcpcatbg it once again, saying, 

* Tou are my mtnesies^ in the presence ef GoJ^ 
-f ibatibe Zord is nigh. And a litde after, he 
«-said, Tbe perfect Hscimry of the day spring 
^from vn high / Hew great a Messing it bath 
•teen to me, and to my family ! My wife dear- 

• ing to know if he would have something to 
^ wet his month, he said it needed not* She 
^-said it would refresh him. He laid his hand 
« upon his breast, saying. He bad that in* 

* wardly that refreshed him. And after a little 

• while he added, divers times, these words, 
^ Tbe Truth is over all. 

* An apothecary coming near, he took him 
< by the hand, saying. Thou wih bear me nuei* 

* nets that in all this exercise I have net item 
*rSurious to tamper nor to pamper tbeJUsb. He 



IS 

^ 4n5Mfcred, Sir^ I c(m bear tttifnat t^ y^ 

* ^nw <?/w^/ mnfk4 th tetfer^ and more it^ 
^ st^fUlal part i andrejoUe t9 sec the Ihsfd. cttd 

* tie Iprd U hrkftttg ytiu to* He replie4> 

* Beat afafthf%l and true wkn^st ; jfet U U tit 

* Bje ^ ri^htCQusnees^ (repe^tbg ttesc wa»d» 

* twice Qver) that w^ hear teetimoiyi to% and not 
^. to. an pnpty frrfesuan^ The© ha called 8€¥e*^ 
^ra} times, Come^ Lord jj^eins^ eomef came* 

* Aad a^aio. My hope Uin tie Lord. Obserr^ 
f i^g ^ cQuntryzQ^ conupg into the ropm^ h^ 

* thought it h^A been one of his^tenaQts, who 

< was z c^penter ; I teUiog hini it was not ks, 
f but aiiother, he said» See tboM teU l^m to mah 

* m manaer offntperfitii^ uftsn my cqfin* 

< About three in the aitercooa sftveral friend* 

* came to see him. After $onM words were 

< spokeBy and I^tncli Livingstone had prayed, 
A which ended in praises^ he held up his. hands 
4 and said, Amen! Amen for ever I And 
^ after they stood up looking at hinn he said^ 
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> How fireoM k Oe Uve tf Gdd mmg his 
^MUmi: mul9be9lrhne one to another! Thert^ 
*fyehaUaBmet^ ktpw that ye are Chru^e A* 
^ e^ if yoa hme oae aaother. Mowpnekmm 

* stii^ iiiitoeee irethrm dweO together ia hvii 
^ My low ie vM yotu I lea^eitamoagyou. 

* Abosi cigkt at aight, percehnng tome t» 
^ ^req>» Ik nidf Dear fneaie^ alt wood the i»* 

* warimaa. Heed met the amfaard. Thereisoae 

< thatdeth p^ard. Tie Lord qfJIosteii hit aame. 

< After he iMund the dock strike three ia the 
' BWilnf^ he saad, If^^theUme comes. And 
« ft Kftle after be ^aa heard to aay, Praimtf 
^fomeet fte&ea to the Lord! Let notv thf 
^ eerwa depart in feaee. Unto thy hands f O 

* FotheTf I conmdt akjr eoidf epiritf and iodf. 

* Thy vnH^O Lord, h done in earthy ae itieia 

< heaven. And ao^ a little after five ia the 
^ siKMrmogt the lath day of the 8th months 
«l486»hefitllAslci9.* 



H 

^Robert- Barclay received the rudiments 
of learniog in his native coantrji and after 
having gone through the best schools there» 
he was sent to the Scots' College at Paris, of 
which his uncle Robert (son of the last Barclay 
of Mathers) was at th^t time redor. Here he 
made so great proficiency in his studies as to 
gam the notice and praise of the masters of ihe 
college; and he also became so great a favorite 
with his uncle, as to receive the offer of being 
made his heir, if he would remain in France^ 
But his father, fearing that he might become 
tainted with the superstitions of popery, andja 
compliance with his mother's dying requesti 
went to Paris in order to bring him home, 
when he was not much more than fixteen 
years of age. The uncle ftill endeavoured .to 
prevent his return ; and promised immediately to 
purchase for him, and present him with an estate 
greater than his paternal ctne« Robert replied^ 
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*Ife is niyfiubec, and nrast be obeyed.' Thnt 
Ik sacrificed interest to filial 4aty) and the 
imcle» disoUigedy left bis property to the 
college, and to other religious houses in France* 
The return of Robbrt Barclay to Scotland 
was in the year 1664*. 

The fiaUowing is some account of his rt« 
£gious experience in childhood and youth, 
nearly in his own words, from the introdoction 
of his. Treatise on> Universal Love : < My first 
^ education, from my infancy up, fell amongst 

* the strictest sort of Calvinxsts ; those of our 

* country being generally acknowledged to be 

* the severest of that sect 5 in die heat of zeal 
^ surpassing not only Geneva, from whence 

* they derive their pedigree, but all other the 
« Reformed churches abroad, so called. I 

* had scarce got out of my childhood; when 

* I was, by the permission of Divine Provi- 
' dence, cast among the company of Papifl's ; 

* and my tender years and immature capacity 



< BOtb^ dUe tb tridstind and itiiit te Ih 
« smtobos^ that wia-e mscd to prdeelite aoe tk 

* tkat wayt I bQcanb quickly deJEled with die 
^ poUattons thereof; and coDtlnued thectm fear 
^ a time* n&til it jJeased Ood throu^ his rich 

* love and mercyy to deliver me put of those 
^ aoarcs, and to give nie a clear under- 

* fttandidg of the evil of that way. In both 

* theoe aedte I had abundant ocoaaion to receive 

* impreS8k>Q8 cootraiy to fids principle of low t 

* seeing the straimesa of sevend of their doo* 

< trifies, as well as their plractice of peiiseeatioir, 

* do abundantly declare how opposite they aie 

* to noiversal love. The time Uwt inta*vetied 

< betwixt my forsaking of the church of Romo^ 

* and joinffig with those with whom I now 

* stand engaged, I kept myself fiiee from j<>itting 

* with any sort of people, thot^h I took liberty 

* to hear several; and my converse was most 

< with those that inveigh much again6t/i> 4 f< K ft 
•and such kind of severity: which la^tude. 
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"* may perhaps be esteemed the other extreme^ 
^ opposite to the preciseness of these other 

* fects; whereby I s^o received an opportunity 
^ to know what usnaHy is pretended on that side 

* likewise* As for those I am now joined to^ 

* I justly esteem them to be the true followers 

* and servants t)f Jesus Christ/ 

It doth not appear that Barclay was con* 
viaced of the truth of the principles of Friends 
hy the means of preaching merely, * Who,' 
siiys he of himself^ Apol. Prop. XI. ^.7, < not 

* by strength of ail^goment, or by a particular 

* disquisition of each doctrine, and convince* 

< ment of my understanding thereby, came to 
^ reedve and bear witness of the Truth ; but 
« by being secretly reached by this life* For 

* when I came into the silent assemblies of 

< God^s people, I felt a fecret power amongst 
^ them which touched my heart ; and as I gave 

* way unto it, I found the ev3 weakening ia 
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* me, and the good raised up ; and so I became 

* thus knit and united unto them, hungering 

* more and more after the increase of this 

* power and life, whereby I might find myself 

* perfedUy redeemed.' 

* Robert Barclay married, in the month 
called February, 1669-70, Christian MoUisoor 
daughter of Gilbert Mollison, a merchant in 
Aberdeen ; and on his marriage settled at Urie, 
with his father. The issue of this marriage 
was three sons and four daughters.; all of whom 
survived him, and were living fifty years after 
his death. The education of these children, 
on account of the early death of their father, 
was of course much under the care of his sur- 
viving widow ; and she is said to have given 
uncommon evidences of virtue and piety in th& 
management of her family ;f as well as in acts^ 
of charity and benevolence to the poor. 

• Memoirs, 34. 
f X •bscnrcd (169a) thai when bu children vrerc up in the morn* 
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Robert Ba&clat lired about sixteen yeari 
with his £ither; in which time most of the 
tracts were written, which have gained him so 
much repoution as a religious writer. His 
time however was not all passed in endearour* 
iDg to serve the cause of religion with his 
pen. He both acted and suffered for it. 
The earliest transaction recorded of him, is 
one whicfay probably, would not have been ex- 
pected from a person of the turn of which 
Robert Barclay appears to have been from 
his writings ; namely, the passing through the 
streets of Aberdeen clothed in sackcloth, in 
the year 1672. This action is branded, by the 
writer of his life in the General Biography now 



ing and 6xtmed, she sat down with them before breakfast, and in a 
reKgiooa manner watted upon the Lord ; which pious care, and 
■lotherly instiuction of her children when young, doubtless had iti 
desired effect upon them ; for as they grew in years, they also grew 
la the knowledge of the blessed Truth, and since that time some of 
tbca have become public preachers thereof. 

CratUnti li/e» Worksop. 125. Edit, 1720. 

B 2 
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pttblishing} with the same of cBthusiasm ; and 
is even stigmatized with marks of contcmpi;» by 
his etdogbt in the Biographta Brttaniuca : by 
each howerer his siacenty is aUowttd. Afier 
he had thus become *< a spectacle to men,"^ 
Ire addressed a short pa|)er to the inhaUtaats of 
Aberdeen, the following extract from wloch 
will (how his own belief as to the motive and 
defi^ of his exposure ; said that he did not rush 
iato it without pr^ously opening his ititentioii 
to some of his religious associates* / There* . 
^ fore was I commanded of the Lord to pass 

* through your streets covered with sackcloth 

* amd ashes, calling you to repenUmie^ that y^ 

* miight yet be more awakened, and alarmed to 
^ take notice of the Lord's voice unto you ; 

* and not to despise these things which belong 
■* to your peace, whilst your day lasteth, lest 
< hereafter they be hid from your eyes. And 

* the command of the Lord concernbg this 

'*3arcky-i Worki* los* 
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^ Amg came onto me that very morning as t 
«- avakfioed^ a»d the bttrden thereof was Ycry 

* S^reait; yea* seemed almost infnpportable nnto 

* me {£or snch a tliing> until that very moment, 

* had never entered me before, not in the most 

* remote consideration). And some whom I 

* called^ to deebre to them this thing, can bear 

< witnefs how great was the agony of my spirit; 

* how I hesoaght the Lord with tears that this 
^ cup might pass away from me ; yea» how the 
' pillars of my tabernacle were shaken, and how 

* exceedingly my bones trembled, until I freely 

< gave up nnto the Lord's will. And this w^ 
•-the end and tendency of my testimony, to call' 

* yon to repentance, by this signal and singular 

< step I which I, as to my own will and incli- 

* nation, was as unwilling to be found in, as the - 
« worst TXid the wickedest of yon can be averse - 
« from receiving, or laying it to heart. Let all" 

* and every one of you, in whom there is yet 
•* alive the least regard to God, or his fear,- 
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<v consider and weigh this matter m the preseace 

< of God, and by the spirit of Jesus Christ in; 

* your hearts, which makes all things manifest. 

* Search and examine every one in his own 

* soul, how far this warning and voice of the 
' Lord is applicable unto them ; and how gr^at 
^ need they have to be truly, humbled in their 

* spirits; returning unto the Lord in their inward 

< parts, with such true and unfeigned repent- 

* ance, as answers to the outward clothing of 

* sackcloth, and being covered with ashes/— 

* Consider, where are ye who are called Chris- 
*ilans5 among whom it is become a wonder, a 

* stone of stumbling, or matter of mockery, or 

* jsi ground of reproach, for on^, in the name of 

* the Lord, to invite you ..to repentance, in 

< sackcloth and ashes ? Would not the heathen 

* condemn you in this thing ; and will not 
( Niniveh stand up in judgment against you ? 

< How is it that ye that are called Christians 
« can willingly give room to every idle mounte* 
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* hsmkf and can suffer your minds to be drawn 

* oat to behold these sinfid dirertisementSy 

* which indeed divert the mind from the serions 

* sense of God's fear? The people can be 

* gathered there, and neither the magittratef 

* complain of tamnlt, nor yet preachers and 

* professors cry oat against it 'as delusion or 
^ madness* O my friends, consider; can there 
' be any more strongly deluded, than for 

* people daily to acknowledge and confess they 

* are sinners and sinning, in words; and to 
' startle ar that which did so lively represent 

* unto them what they own to be their own 
' state and condition? — * I shall add that 

* which upon tliis occasion, I declared unto 
^ you, I was for a sign from the Lord unto 

< you ; I desire ye may not be among those 

< that wander and perish, but rather repent and 

* be saved. And this is my testimony unto 

* you whether you will hear or forbear* I have 
' peace with my God in what I have done. 
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' and am satisfied that his re^uiriDgs I hzTe 
* answered in this thing/ 

The occurrences of the life of Robert 
B^RCLAYy not having been, for ought tliat 
appears, recorded by himself, as was the prac-^- 
tice of many of our early friends, in a journal,^ 
it is only from the mcidental mention of them 
in the writings of others, that many of thena 
can be collefted and arranged. 

There is a hint in the testimony of Alexan- 
der JafFray* (his daughter's husband's father) 
of * his service in steeple houses,' whereby it 
should seem that, in common with many other 
of our first preachers, he sometimes availed 
himself of the national congregations, for the 
purpose of promulgating the doctrines of the 
society. His first visit to London was pro- 
bably in 1674* as we find from a passage in the 
journal of John Gratton, who in that year^ 
together with Robert Barclay, Patrick 

♦ Preaxed t« B«rcl«y's Wrni* 



25 

JLiTingstone» and William Htgue» paid a 
curioQs visit to the notorioui Lodowick Mu^l^ 
tofi4 The next year (1675)9* coajoindy with 
George Keith« he was eogag^ la a pdblic dis* 
pute with some of the students in the uaiver* 
sity of Aberdeen. It is related that the 
£spate was attended with this cffc6t, that it 
proved the means of conTiocement to four other 
students, who were a part of the auditory; al- 
though it did not terminate to the satisfaction 
of the disputants on either side. In t6j6\ 
he travelled again to London on a religious 
visit to his friends ; and from London made a 
similar visit b Holland and Germany, in which 
|Oumey he commenced his acquaintance with 
Elizabeth, princess-palatine of the Rhine; with 
whom, as appears from a letter she wrote to 
him on his return, he had a conference on reli- 
gious subjects. On his return from this journey, 
coming back by way of London, he received 

• Barclay's Works, p. jdg. f Memoirs, p. ^6. 

% Gzattoo's LUe, pi^e 68* £dit. 1794. 



26 

jDMlIigence of the imprisonfflent of his £ither, 
with fome other friends, at Aberdeen ; on which 
he presented into the hands of the king, 
Charles II. the following petition : 

* The state of the case of the people called 

* Quakers in Scotland, presented unto the 

* king's consideration. 

* The Council of Scotland having about three 

* months ago, emitted a declaration to rein- 

* force former Acts of Parliament against Con- 
' yendcles, and recommended the execution of 

* them, because of the abuse several persons had 

* made of the king's indulgence, as the said 

* declaration intimates ; some inferior magis- 

* trates have taken occasion thereby to imprison 

* many of them ; and some deputies of the 

* county have stretched the laws against con- 

* venticles to the utmost pitch of severity, by 
' heavy fines and tedious imprisonments, al- 

* though their practices and principles never 

* gave ground for such procedure. 
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* It is therefore, on behalf of the said suiler- 

* ing people, with all sincere respect, desired, 
^ that it would please the king fiiToarably to 

* recommend then- case to the Council of Scot- 

* land; that a difference of character may be 
<^]mt upon them who have ever lived and 
'behaved themselves peaceably under the pre- 

* sent government, from such ihtt are said to 

< have abused the indjilgence; with some pre- 

< sent relief to those harmless sufferers, to pre» 

< Tent their utter; ruin which in all probability 

* will attend so many of them that live by their 

« 

* labour and trade. 

(Signed) « R. Barclay.' 

By the king's direction the following laconic 
order was quickly underwritten to the remon- 
strance of Barclay, viz. 

« His majesty is graciously pleased to refer 

* this paper to the right honourable the lords of 

* his majesty's privy council of Scotland. 

(Signed) < Lauderdale.' 

^IVhitchall, Augait7th, 
1676. 
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This was the year in which Barci^ay's 
Apology was ^st puUished. Although to 
say any thing here of his writings, is a small 
variation from the plan proposed, it may 
just be noticed to the credit of Charles IL 
that he does not aj^iear to have been otfended 
at the Christian freedom which Robert 
Barclay had used in his &mous inseripuon of 
that work (for he denies.it to be a dedication) 
to the king. On the contrary, it is possible 
that it might make way for the favourable 
reception of the remonstrance in question. 

We have very little account of the particular 
obje6k of Robert Barclay's visit to the con- 
tinent which has been just mentioned. It may» 
however, be conje6hired that the publication of 
the Apology, which was printed at Amsterdam, 
was a part of it; and that Barclay probably 
presented it to the king on his retnrn* 

The king's interference doth not appear to 
have procured the release of David Barday and 
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the other prtsooers;* and soon after Robert's 
retaro home^ he was hixnself imprisoned ; but 
was so hi indulged as to be pat into a better, 
or more properly, a less disgusting, prison than 
dkeTest.f 

His commitment was on At 7th of the 9th 
month (November), 1676, and in the following 
month the news of his confinement had reached 
his friend the princess-palatiBe, probably wkh 
aome drcnmstances of exaggerauon, as ap- 
pears from the following letter to iier brother^ 
^e prince Rupert. 

Herfordt December S9<h» 16^ 

"• Dear Brother, 
^ I haTe written to you some months ago, by 
'< Robert Barclat;^ who passed this way, and 
< liearing I was your 
• with me. I knew 



brother, desn-ed to speak 
him to be a Quaker by 



* Besse's CoUeafon of the Su Bferingt of the people called Q«akcn!» 
^oL a. Afticic Scotland. 
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i- The Tolbooth at Aberdeen J seems to have been divided into the 
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* his hat* and took occasion to inform myself 

* of all their opinions : and finding they yfrcrc 

* [accustomed*] to submit to magistrates in resJ 

< things^ omitting the ceremoaial, I wished in 

* my hearty the king might have many such 

* subjects. And since, I have heard, that, not-- 

< withstanding his majesty's most gracious 

* letters in his behalf to the Council of Scot- 

* land, he has been clapped up in prison with 

* the rest of his friends, and they threaten to 

* hang them, at least those they call preachers 

* among them, unless they sid)scribe their owa 

* banishment ; and this upon a law made 
^ against other sects, that appeared armed for 

* the maintenance of their heresy ; which goes 

* directly against the principles of those which 

* are ready to suffer all that can' be inflicted, 
f and stiU love and pray. fOr their enemies. 

* Therefore, dear brother, if you can do any 

* thing to prevent their destru^ion, I doubt not 

•This w«rd Kcmt wsntli^ to latke tense. 
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* but you will do an acuoo acceptable to God 

* Almighty^ and condvciTe to the service ol 

* your royal master : for the Presbyterians are 

* their violent enemies» to whom they are ao 

* eye-sore» as being witnesses against all their 

* violent ways* I care not» though his majesty 
^ see my letter. It is written out of no less an 

* humble affection for him» than most sensible 
' compassion of the innocent sufferers. Yoa 

* will act herein according to your own dis- 

* cretion, and I beseech you still consider me as 

* Yours, 

* Elizabeth.' 

A Monileor 

MoDiieur le prince Rupert*. 
' a Londrcs. 

Whilst Robert Barclay lay in the ToU 
booth at Aberdeen,, his father was again f com* 

f It does not appear quite clear how David had been released 
from bis former imprisonment. Several of his fellow-prisoners had 
been set at liberty on the making of distraints to answer the sums, 
in which they had been fined. Yet it appears, from Besse, Vol. e. 
p. 518* that David Barclay was at home when the distress was levied 
vis. ten working oxen, two cows, a bull, and a quantity of corn. 
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nutted to prisoB' aad lod|;ed ia the lower ggA, 
He was committed tke 6th ift month (Marck) 
1677, aboot foar months after his son; and oa 
the 17th, they were both removedy with three 
others, to a place out of the town, called the 
chapel. In this new prison the five prisoaers 
were confined in a small room, which allowed 
them little more space than was necessary to 
hold their beds. It had a lai^ door which 
was not opened except when the keeper brought 
them food; and when it was shot, die prisoners 
had not sufficient light to serve them at their 
meals. It was usual when the door was 
opened, for a servant to come and sweep out 
the room; and because, to make way for him 
the priscmers occasionally stepped a few paces 
t>at of the door» induced also by the desire of 
breathiog for a few minutes a purer ^ir, the 
magistrate of Aberdeen reprimanded their 
keeper for allowing of so much indulgence* 
The same magistrate also chid the person who 



83 

Icept the key of their cell, for proponng to let' 
them have a small place under their roomt for 
the purpose of stowing fuel; and rejeded withf 
indignatioa a proposal to make another window 
to their darksome place of confinement. Such 
was then the treatment of a man who had 
lately been well received at courts ;; who had . 
then published a work, which will long render 
his name eminent in the religious world ; and it 
may not be uninstru^ive to add, many of whose 
numerous descendants are now surrounded with 
most of the accommodations that opulence can 
bestow, and with manifold more than the sim* 
plicity.of the Christian life can require*. 

On the 3d of the 2d month (April), an* 
order of the commissioners of the Scottish 
council was made for removing.David from the 
CbapeU for confining him at his country house, . 
and prohibiting him to hold meetings, or to go 
to them. He was therefore released, but he. 
c. 
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i0&>Kn<^ the bearers of the conditions, that he 
accepted his liberty, but that, as to the restric- 
tioi), he should act as he saw proper. Robert 
was ordered to be removed from the Tolbooth 
of Aberdeen (where it should seem he was still 
considered as be^ng a prisoner, though really at 
the Chapel) to the Tolbooth of Bamff; to 
which place were also ordered several other 
prisoners^ and the sheriff gave him his Hbeity, 
ofi condition of being forth coming when he 
should appoint artime to convey him to BamfF* 
The king's recon;>mendation to the council 
at Edinburgh had been referred by that body 
to certab commissioners appointed for put- 
ting into execution some acts of' the Scottish 
parliament against what was termed * keeping 
« of conventicles, and withdrawers from di- 
* vine worship;' under which acts the fii<;ndii 
at Aberdeen had been persecuted ; and by some 
of these commissioners the decree had been 
made, by which DavxL was liberated, and 



RtezkT btdered td te removed to £amfh^ 
ftcWduriy, hon^cver, to this decree, thfe pri-' 
sMiers m general had preferred a petltioh *tb 
lh€ council itself, requesting relief, and dating 
dieir sufibrings; which in general had been 
tvtn more grievotis thaii those which Robert 
Barclay and his four companions had endured 
in the Chapel, as is. already related. The 
<<ifencil listened to the request ; appointed a day 
ifi the 3d month (May) for receiving informa- 
tion from the commissioners of the condition 
and circumstances of the prisoners ; and ordered 
liuit, in the mean time tHcy should be provided 
With better accommodations. This order of 
council caused much dispute between the magis- 
trates of Aberdeen and the under-sheriff: the 
former insisting that the sheriff should take to 
Bamff such prisoners as had been ordered 
thither by the decree of the commissioners; 
and the latter refusing to convey them, and 
c 2 
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pressing the magistrates to accommodate tBenr 
better, in confequence of the council's order, 
which bore a date subsequent to the commis- 
sioners' decree. The contention grew violent, 
and each party entered formal protests at law 
against the neglect of the other. Then 
Robert Barclay also and the other prison-* 
ers who had been ordered to be taken to 
Bsaafff being, as has been ssdd, at large, on 
their parole, and seeing that neither of the 
contending {parties would take charge of them^ 
went before a notary and protested * that 

* themselves were freemen, and should pass 

* away about their lawfid occasions.' Thus 
did Robert Barclay regain his liberty, the 
9fh of the 2d month (April) 16779 after an 
imprisonment of about five months.* 

It may be acceptable to some readers to 
peruse the following letter, written by Robert 
Barclay to the archbishop of St. Andrews 
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^so called) not many dayt before his release; 
to wliich it probably in some measure contru 
iMtedy together with the petition before men* 
tioned* 

^ * To James Sharp, Archbishop of Su 
^ Andrews (so called.) 

*Mj being peribnally unknown to thee» 
^ hath hindered me to give way to that pressure 
** of mind, whereby I have felt myself often- 
"^^mes moved to write to thee, because I was 
^ loth to trouble thee: but since there is an ad-^ 
^ dress intended to be presented to the council, 
^ at the first sitting, in behalf of me and my 
*^ friends, I could no longer forbear upon this 
^ occasion, to signify unto thee what hath been 
^ upon my mind for some time towards thee. 
^ The address itself will mform thee, how we 
^ have been apMrards of a year imprisoned, and 
^the goods of many poor people miserably 

• B(!sie. Alto Menoirif p. S7« 
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* spoiled ; of Ti^hich thou art &l,d, to {h? t;^ 
^ chief and ' principal author; gn$l tl^at tb^ 

* attemptipg to persecute us, as weH as tjbq pro- 

* secution of it, doth proceed from thy inflt)e.4CQ» 

* as being done either at thy express desire, or 
^ by some others, in hopes thereby to gratify 

* thee. How far thou art truly guilty thereof, 

* thine own conscience can best tell; Surely 
fStttch practices (,if thou, has, either directly or 

< ii^direqdy had a. band in them) will' neither 

< C€^iqix>ei)d.thee to God or good men. I pre- 
^ sume thpu looks upon it as. thy chief honour, 

< tQ be reputed a Christian, bishop, deriving, thy 
<. authority from Christ and' his apostles .$ but 
^■they never gave warrant for any such doings, 

* b^ng preachers arid ^-actisers of patience and 

* su^ripgj but never of persecuting, or causing 

* tp rob apy of thc^ir goods or liberties, for their 

* Cjqns9ie»^ sa-k^. And. long after, even.seve- 

* ral centuries, t^e pri^i^ivp. bifb^opiS abhorred 

* and detested such proceedings. Hence the 
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* excellent and zealous AthaiuisraSy tboi << h 
•' « /iSr //pviT/ w«ri, AiiJ not Go^Si to fo^ce 
** men^fcftuclmces^^* affirmiiig, "/to the hfas- 

* * piemom ^rtam (who were the first beafirtg 
^ tkei ikftihe of Christians,^ that nsed that prac- 
** fee) have hwHted f& to do^ not 6f God, ht 
•* tie dtv^ and Ur mgeh.** CoillAdei^le aVd 

< the testimofii^s, Terrallian; H^us^-Hiknusy 

* J^NHB/ and oAere, have gWen' tb thIJ saWe 

< tfrodi ; sd diat AmbfOsitis dWlkhes, that goiHg 
« into- France, *' he ftftued aft eomivmeafhn 
** njoith such ^sboftf that had any fillovfThrp 'tb'jtB 
^** iGos^ that sought tf> destroy ^ even tuth tu nv&i 
«* departed from the fidlhJ* I <Mnfess th<f 
« bloody bi^op of Rome gave large pp^cedeitt^ 
** of such actions ;• but I suppose thou art ntt 
« ambitious to- be ranked among them, or tobrf 

* a» imitator of them- in' that respect. Ho^ 
«. far thou art justifiable, in thy codcurring'with,' 

< Of* adtising the per seeution t)f the Pf ^byterfjln 

* dissenters,. is not' irty^buiindss t6 deiernaia^; 
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* but I am confideot thoa art willing it should 
« be judged, that thy so doiog against them, is 
< not merely for their consdence, hat because 
'their principles do natwallyy or necessaril}^ 

* imply an innovation, in the state, and. thy per- 

* sonal ruin: believing. not only militaiy.resist- 

* ance jusd to protect themselves, against aatho- 

* Tity, but also an offensive endeavour to ttttn 
' out their .superiors^ and .establish themselvies 

* in their overthrow, both lawful and laudable, 
' as their practice hath sufficiently demonstrated: 
'< but should thou be found a positive perfecutor 

* of such ..against whom nothing of that kind, 

* neither from principle nor practices can be 
'* alleged, but. only die<ssimp]e exercise of their 

'consciences, would not that give plenti&l 

* occasion for such as desire to represent thy 

* other actions with the worst aspect, to show» 

* whatever thou pretends of the state's security^ 
"^ yet thou art a persecutor' of pure conscience^ 
^ ^ce thou shows thyself such against those^ 
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* against whom, tbe former reasons do not bo!d? 

* And surdy it would seem that the more our 
^ peaceabk principles take place among other 

* dssenters, thy interest will be more secure: 
'* which is a consideration not unworthy of thy 

* notice, as desenring thy favoarable aspect to- 
^ wards us. Perhaps the violence of teveral of 

* the preachers, as some magistrates*^here, from 

* whom our suilerings originally do flow, may 

* at first view -seem acceptable to thee, as fiuth- 

* ful friends as well to the public as t& thy 
^ interest ; and no doubt they judge with them- 

* selves, that they iugratiate themselves with 
^ thee, in so doing: yet did thou Icnow them at 

* well as some of us do, diou might think it no 
' great absurdity to conclude, as well from their 

* practices as principles, that they would be no 
^ less ready to give thee this same treatment* 

* had they but opportunity of doing it; and re- 
"* jbice mdre in it, as a great service both to 
^Cod and the kirk of Scotland : however that 
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* is now out of their reach» they make what OM 

< of the law they can, both to execute tiieir 

* malice on as> and Batter thee, at thitf juaetnre; 
' In short, we have more than reason td-believc; 
^ ^at if thoa expose thyself t!0 thi» our address^ 

* it win not he granted; andif thiMi shew xky" 

< self moderate and flexiUe, iv will not b^ 

* denied ; as no mean persons have hinted uilt(> 
^ us : so as the one will be an> evidence of 

* thy moderation,, the other will be a testimony 

< of thy inclinations to persecute. I wish* theiiy 

< for thy sake as- well as ours, that thii occar<' 

< rence rather commend thee than discommem^ 

* thee : and thou may '^sure thyself, that tho 

< utmost rigour that can* be vsed to us shall 

< never be able to make us depart from that 
« living precious truths that God in his mercy» 

< hath revealed unto us, and by us is embraced;* 

* nor yet fright us from the public professian- 
' of it, yea« though we should be pjursued to 

* death* itself j.whicbf. by- the gralce- of Gb4» 
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* m liopt thtrfiiHy to wdcrgo far tks same ; 

* 9^ iv*- doobl no^ bat God mold out of our 
< ashes^ raise witnessts wkp should ontilm all 

* tlie Tiolence and cruelty of man. And albeit* 

* thou tiiyself should be most inexorable and 
' violent towards us« thou mayest aasura thysaif^ 
^ not to receive any evil from us therefore; who» 

* by the gpace of'Gody have learned to suftr 

* patiently ; and with our Loid and Master 
' Jesus Christy to pray for and love our enemies^ 

* yet a» thy so doing to an innooeot and inof-^ 

* ftnsive people^ would' bo an irr^[Kirabia l<>fis to- 
' thy reputation ; so to ^e- God of truths whom- 

* we serve with our ^rits, innhe gospel of his 
' Soni and to whom vengeance belongs, we 

* leave it^ who will certainly in. his own time 

* aadws^ revenge our quairel; whose dreads 

* fill judgments fbquld be m<Mre terrible to thee^ . 
^ and'mui^ more Justly to be feared^ than the- 
' vi(^nt -assaults or secret* assassinations of thy- 

* other aa^4£im9t8<. Xbat Uiou mayv pffoirent 
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< both the one and the other» by a CbristlaA 

< moderation^ suitable to the office thqa lays 
* claim to» is the desire of, 

« Thy soul's well wisher, 

• IL Barclay.' 

IVoiB the Chapel Priion of 
Ahcrdecn, the a6Ui of th« 
f im month* 1677. 

It may be observed tbat Robeut BAncbAr, 
in this letter, speaks of ihe imprisonment as 
having been of a year's duration ; which cannot 
be true, of the term of his own confinement. 
He must therefore refer to his fellow-prisoners 
iQ general, who had been genei^ly taken up ia 
the first month of the preceding year. As for 
the archbishop, I am inclined to think he «««- 
lented, although the author of some short 
memoirs of David and Robert BARCLAVt 
(printed at Aberdeen in 1740) doth not in* 
cline to this opinion, nor doth the character 4>f 
Sharp much support it.* The short lived pro- 

^ See Burnet'* Military •f hirom tisie^ tarn t^n^. 



45 

ftcstant episcopacy of Scotland, may prerent 
some readers from recollecting that at this 
time the ecclesiastical government of the church 
of that country was in bishops, and that the 
city called St. Andrews was the metropolitan 
see. It appears by Barclay's letter that 
Archbishop Sharp had been rigorous towafc-da 
the presbyterians, who formed the bulk of the 
community in Scotland. His conduct however 
met with a severe return, for he was murdered 
in a barbarous manner as he was crossing a 
moor near St. Andrew's (so called) on his 
return from a sitting of the council.* 

Robert Barclay had not long recovered his 
liberty before he again travelled southward, for 
we find him at London in the 3d month (May) 
at which time he had by appointment, and at 
his own request, a conference with William 
Rogers, a friend of Bristol,f who had joined 

^Se« Bvtne*** Hntoryt anno 1679, EdiuSvo. 17^4^ p* t|il 
f Goufh't UUt«r7, V»l. iU. p. &6. 
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^me sq>araf isu in Westmoreland in opposition 
to the discipline of the Society, On this ac- 
ciount, in great measure, Barclay's Anarchy 
if the Ranters had been written. It was there- 
/ore natural that such a book and its author 
should attract the censure of Rogers. They 
inet, however, in the presence of many friends f 
and what is not very common in such debates, 
the conference was conducted with calmness 
and moderation, and was ensued by a confession 
on the part of Rogers, that he had misappre- 
hended a part of Barclay's book. Rogers 
however still continued his controversy with 
friends ; and even wrote again in opposition to 
Robert Barclay's book;* so that probably 
not to his yielding temper, but to the modera- 
.:^ tion and calmness of Barclay's way of treat- 
ing him, were owing his concessions on this 
occasion. 

The same year in which Robert Barclay 

• History of the People called Qttakers, by John Cougbi 
Vol. iii. p. i6. 17, 
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vns released firom prison^ he accompanied 
William Penn in a part of the religious visit to 
HoUand and Germany, of which there is an 
account published by Penn. They embarked 
the 26th of the 5th month (July) 1677* in 
company also with George Fpx and some 
other friends. Robert Barclay was of the 
party at Rotterdam and Amsterdam. At the 
latter place was held a general meeting of the 
friends of the United provinces, in which many 
matters were fettled and Agreed on, relating to 
* the difcipline of the Society of Friends, and 
adapted to their condition in thofe countries. 
After a short ffciy at Amsterdam, they pro- 
ceeded to Herwerden, the refidence of the 
princess palatine, Elizabeth. The principal 
object of their journey thither was to vifit this 
princess, and Anna Maria de Homes^ counteis 
oi Homes, who was an intihiate acquaintance 
of Elizabeth, resided much in her house, and' 

* Penn's Works 2 voli foU Life pf the Author prefixed. 
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was> as well as her noble entertainer, a womaoi^ 
ieeking after the bed things, and a favourer of 
foch (fays Penn) as feparate themfelves from- 
the world, for the fake of righteoufnefs* 

They were received by the princess and her 
friend the day after their arrival, about seven in 
the morning* Their, vifk appears to have been 
a religions meeting, which lafled until eleven^^ 
and in which all the friends were engaged ia 
testimony.* The princess invited them to dine 
with her, which then they declined; but as 
they desired, another meeting, she appointed- 
two o'clock in the afternoon. Such were the 
early hours then ^observed. At. this meeting 
feveral were present besides the princess and 
countess. It continued until near seven in the 
evening. Willikm Penn thus ipeaks of it: < The. 

* By thif ' phraie it to be tindcrttixHJl that each of the visitorr 
thought himself required to preach in the meeting. Such declara^ 
tions are caUed testimonies hecause they bear witnefsj or testify t» 
that which the speaker feels in himself. See on this subject B«rclayV 
Apology, Propo$itioD lO. § 7. ^. 14. i. 15- S- 33. 
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^ emual Word shewed itself a hammer this 

< day : yea sharper than a two-edged sword, 

< dividing asonder between the soul and the 

* spintf between the joints and the marrow. 

* Yea» this day was all flesh humbled before the 

* Lord. It amazed one, struck another} broke 

* another. Yeat they had a sense and dis^ 

* covery that day, what wonld become of the 

< glory of all flesh, when the Lord shall enter 

* into jud^nent. 

< WeU, let my right hand forget its canning, 

* and my tongue cleave to the roof of my 

< mouth, when I shall forget the loving-kind- 

* aess of the Lord^and the sure mercies of our 

* God, to us his travelling servants that day/ 

The following day, they paid two visits at this 
litde court; and the day after, which was the first 
day of the week, they held there a meeting ap- 
pointed at two o'clock by Elizabeth's direction^ 
Bi whidi were present otbera beai4e» those of 
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her household. Among other things, Penn 
says of this meeting, * The quickening power 

* and life of Jesus wrought, and reached to 
« them ; and virtue from Him in whom dwell- 

* cth the Godhead bodily, went forth.' After 
this meeting, which held until late in the even- 
ing, the visitors took their leave; but not 
before they had been witnesses of the tender 
disposition of mind of the princess, who, 
attempting to set forth her sense of the power 
and presence of God that was among them, 
turned herself to the window, crying out, * My 

* heart is full, I cannot speak to you/ The 
next day Robert Barclay left the company^ 
and' returned to Amsterdam. It appears that 
his return home was by way of London. On 
the road he wrote a letter to his friend the 
princess ; which, as it shows the condition of 
his own immediate circle of friends at Aber* 
deen, and contains other matter worthy of 
remark, is here inserted. 
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lalh of the Ttkrno. 1677. 

' Dear Friend,. 
< By my letter of the last of the month past* 

* I nnderstand of the friends being with thecy. 

* and was refreshed by the account they gave 
^ me of thy kind and Chiistian entertainment 

* of them (they haying overtaken me m Hoi* 
'land).. God wiU not be wanting to reward thy. 

* loTCi as well as to increase the same. Finding. 
« no. ready passage straight to Scotland, I came. 

over. here; and albeit I had no great expecta- 
' don of success, I resolved once more to try 

* thy cousin the duke of York.f So. L told 

* hiiDj tlkt I understood fi^bm. Scotland^ not- 

* withstanding Lauderdale was there, and had. 
^ promised, ere he went, to do something, yet 

* our friends' foes were rather increased; and 

* that now there was only one thing to be donC} 
^-which I desired of him; and that was, to write 

Hicaoirt} p. 44. f Afterwards James a<» 
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* efiectoally to the dake of Lauderdalei in- that 
< stUe v^hereiu Lauderdale might understand 
' that he was serious in the business, and did 
' really intend the thing he did write concern- 
•"ing should take eflPect: which I knew he 
^ might do, and I supposed the other might 

* answer; which if he would do, I must acknow- 

* ledge as a great kindness : but if he did write, 

* and not in that manner, so that the other 

* might not suppose him to be serious, I would 

* rather he would excuse himself the trouble ; 
' desiring withal to excuse my plain manner of 

* dealing, as being different from court way of 
^ soliciting : all which he seemed to take in 

* good part, and said he would so write, as I 

* desired, for my father and me, but not for the 

* general,* So he hath given me a letter : 

*Me»niag (lie persecated friends of Aberdefn i^ i^eaeral. 
James sd has been accused of pretending to be the champion of 
liberty of conscience, for the sake of opening away fpr the establisb- 
meat of the Catholic party ; and this refusal to interest himself for ' 
the relief of the sufferers in gcnexal. but oidy, fpr,|iy; %y[<;.^;'fi seems 
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* whether it may prove effectual or not, I can« 

* not determine, but of this thou may hear here-- 

* after. I am now entered into my journey, 

* and intend to pass by the way of Ragley. 

* What tfiou writes of the counsellor, of the 

* elector, and the other preachers, is very ac- 
' ceptable to me to hear ; whose joy it b, to 
' understand that the eyes of any are (^ened to 

< see the truth as it is in this day revealed ; as 

< it should be much more, to hear that any 

< came into that universal obedience which 

* the life and power thereof leads to : which 

* life and power, as it is felt m the inward part, 
*- is more than all the words can be spoken ; 
*■ of which I know thou hast, at some times, 
' not been insensible; and therefore my soul's 
^ desire for thee is, that thou may more and 

* more come out of all that which cumbers, to 

* feel this virtue of truth to operate in, and. 

id favodr the opinion Cliat he Wat « time server, tnl not ftrealfrtenA. 
•• liberty of confciencck 
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* redeem thy soul fipom all the dxfEctilties tlat 

* do or may attend thee; which id the nature 

* of it, it is powerful to do^ albeit thy tempta- 
' tions were both greater and more numerous 

* than they are; if received by thee in the love 

* of it, and with a heart flilly resigned to obey 

< it, in all itsrequirings ; without consulting with 
'flesh and blood, or turning by, the plain and 

* simple leadings thereoFby wise and fleshly rea« 

* sonings, which will never admit of the govern- 

< ment, and rule of the cross of Christ ; as 
' thou well knows and will not refuse to ac- 
^ knowledge, and therrfore art the more con- 
' cerned to watdh against it in thy own 

* particular, as I hope in measure thou does^ 

* and my heart's desire is. 

* Thou may make mention of my dear and 

* tender love to Anna, whose servant, as also 

* the French woman, I forget not. To Anna 
< I thought to have written apart, but must 
'BOW leave it unul another opportunity. XT 
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« ^bott seest meet to talute that counsellor of 

* the electors in my name, thoa may do it. I 

* shall add no more at present, but that I am, 

^ Thy real and nnfeigned fiiiend, 

* ROBEET BaKCLAt/ 

In forming this compilation^ no occurrence 
has been found recorded of Robs&t Barclay, 
firom the date of the foregoing letter until 
the 9th month (Not.) 1679, when he was 
again taken,* with several other friends^ 
from the meeting at Aberdeen, and committed 
to prison ; but this confinement was not only 
of short dunmon, as they were released in 
aboot three hours, but it proved the last on 
this account ; for from that period the religious 
meetings of Friends at Aberdeen, were held 
without any molestation from the magistrates ; 
whom, probably, the well known interest which 
Robert Barclay possessed at court, might in 

*BC2tC. 
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part restrain from further persecution ; and 09^ 
whom the constancy of the sufferers coul^ 
scarcely fail to produce some effedt favourable 
to the end for which they suffered : the liberty 
of assembling to worship God, in the way they 
beliered to be most acceptable to him* 

In this yearako, 1679,* Robart Barcla's^ 
obtained a charter ham Charles 2d. under th^ 
great seai» erecting his lands of Urie lAto a 
Free Barony» with civil and criminal jurisdio 
tion> to him and his heirs*f This charter wai 
afterwards isatified by an act of parUament ; 
the preamble of which states it to be * fov 
' the maay services done by C6lonel Datid 

* Memoirs, p. 48. 
f It BCMBt remarktble that a man of a reltgiou* character* Tife^ 
R. Barclay* should wish to encumber hiokself with the administration 
«r either crtmind or civil justice, at a time when manf of its law» 
. and forms were inconsistent with the profession he was making. I 
can only suppose it Was in the expectation of possessing kome per* 
sonal privilege, or, in some cases, of preventing the reference Of 
causes xp the hearing of less upright judges. Barclay's eldest soi» 
Robert, who succeeded to this barony, is said to have been accus- 
tomed to nse his power in the discbarge of rccnuUi wh« bad been 
enlisted when intoxicated. 



'Birchy, 20d Ul sob, the Said Rob^Jlt 

* Barclay, to the king aftd his most royal 

* progenitors in times past,* The batotiy, 
however, with all similar jorisdictlons, was ex- 
tingoifhed, on the alteration made in the fyflent 
•f the government of Scotland.* 

He again visited Holland, f ih the year- 
tStSt hut of this visit no particulars have 
Been made public ; nor have thofe of some 
business which carried him the same year to 
Edinburgh, and on which he received s^ 
friendly letter from the I>uke of York 
wrrittett by his own hand; also two others 
from the Earl of Perth: but these letters 
not explaining the employment of Barclat, 
At the time they were written, are not neces- 
sary to be recorded in an account of the 
actions of his life. 

• Bf Act aok Cm. a. ca^ 4Sb 
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In 16S2* he was agam at London : tliirmg 
Ills stay at which place, he was chosen gover* 
nor of East Jersey in North America by the 
proprietors of that province, of whom his friend 
the Earl of Perth was one* He was also him- 
self made a proprietor, and was put mto posses- 
sion of 5000 acres of land above his proprietor's 
sharcyf that he might grant them to others at 
his pleasure. These were inducements held out 
for his accepting the government. Charles 2d. 
confirmed the grant of the government ; and 
the royal commission states tl&at ^ such is his 
^^ known fidelity and capacity that he has the 

* government during life, but that no other 
' governor after him shall have it longer ,thaa 

* for three years-' He had also authority to 
appoint a deputy-governor, with a salary of 

• Memoirs, ^i. 

f The W9rd$ of the « Memoirs' are <To induce him to ircept 
« thereoft they giftail him a propriety > with five thousaad aeree 
« mtn, Car UaA » hcatow ai he ahoiild drisfc fit.* p. $1. 
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Soar hundred pounds sterling per annuin» a sum 
equal to at least a thousand, according to th« 
value of nioney of the present time, the com- 
mencement of the nineteenth century. It does 
^iiot appear that any salary was annexed to the 
station which he himself filledj so that patron- 
^gtf rather than riches, appears to have been 
the immediate effect of the grant. In conse- 
'quence of his newly acquired power, he ap- 
pointed Gawen Lauije, a merchant of London, 
deputy-governor;* but never visited the pro- 
vince himself. His brother John,f the 
xolonel's second son, settled in East Jersey, 
and the third son, Robert's youngest >rother, 
a youth of great hopes, died upon his voyage, 
as he was going with a similar intention* This 
•"was the son, whom David commemorated on 

* ThUt it is prolMbl«, if not certain, wu the nme G. Lanrie, t» 

whom jointly with WiUiam Penn and Nicolu Lucan, West Jersey 

iMd been assigned for' the benefit of the creditors of Bylinge, the 

fwoyrietor (Morse's American Geography). XfaO| he was likely !• 

"•^e a aMB convenaBt with colonial concernt. 

tMaoMSMfSS' 
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Jus death-bed.* It has been mentioned that 
David had been induced to examine the prin* 
ciples of Friends by John Swintoni a fellow- 
prisoner in the castle of £dinbui^h»f It hat 
been also related, that Sirintod had been 
attainted by a parliament of Scotland^ previous 
to the OTerthrow of the regal goTemment, and 
committed to prison on thdt attainder on its re«> 
establishment.^ In the medn time he had 
adopted the profession of Friends*; and whea 
at length he was brotsght to trial and called on 
to show cause why he should not receiVe senw 
tence according to his attainder, he waved some 
strong and valid ple^ in .point of bwi which 
he might have made ; and replied, that at the 
time his crimes we^ imputed to him * he watft 
* in the " gall of bitterness and bond of ini-^ 
** quity;" but that, God having since called: 
^ him to the light, he saw and acknowledged 

* See page lo, ^VH* ^ 

t Biogr. Brit. Barclay. 
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* his past errors,, and did not refuse to pay tho 

* forfeit of them, even though (in the judgment 
^ of his judges) this should extend to hu life.' 
He was however recommended to the king's 
mercy, and his life was preserved; but it is 
probable that his estates, which were forfeited 
at the Restoration, had not been returned ; since 
we find^ Robert Barclay, soon after his 
return fr^m London in 1682,* assisting Swinton 
with his interest and purse at Edinbur^ : thus 
answering practically and freely the apostolic 
expostulation (i Cor. ix« ii.), by permittir^ 
Swinton to reap carnal things, who had sown 
spiritual things to his family. 

. The remainder of the life of Robert 
Barclay is not marked with many instances 
of public action* Much of it appears to. have 
'been passed in tranquillity, and in the bosom of 
his family; yet not without occasional journeys, 
either for his own concerns, to s:rve his re* 
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fiidons and neighbours, or to advocate the cause 
#f his brethren in religious profession. On his 
return from a journey to the neighbourhood of 
London, where he had been settling his- 
son at the boarding school,, dien kept by 
George Keith, at Theobalds in Hertfordshire^ 
his life appears to have been in some danger 
from the attack of a highwayman.* His wife 
had observed him in the morning to be more 
pensive than usual, and' he had told her that he 
believed some unusual trial would that^day be- 
jfal the company ; which consisted of hlmfelf^ 
his wife, her brother, and Aaron Sonneman, a 
Dutchman, formerly a merchant in Holland,., 
but then resident in Scotland.. When the 
robber presented his pistol; Robert Barclay 
calmly asked him « how he came to be so- 
sude,' and took him by the arm ; on which the 
Bobber let the pistol drop, and offered' him no* 
farther violence; but his brother-in-larw was 

•Memoirs,^* 



rifled, and Sonneman received z mortal voun<f 
in the thigh ; although rather, it was thought 
accidentally than by design. He cBed at 
Stilton in a few days. 

Robert Barclay about this time* appears 
to have been attentive to the welfare of his pro- 
vince by shipping provisions, and engaging in- 
dented servants, at Aberdeen. He was, in- 
1685 again in London, where he employed' 
himself in many acts of friendship, both t« 
his brethren in religious profession, and to 
others. He had firequent access to the king. 
(James 2d.)f who showed him marks of great: 
friendship; as he had done before his accession; * 
and whether the conduct of James was sincere 
or sinister, Barclay, influenced, possibly by the 
personal kindness which he received, seems to 
have thought the king in earnest, and to have 
conceived on hi» part, a sincere regard for the 
imprudent monarch. 



In iSfiS* be was «iuch soUcited by Oootgi^ 
Fox and sqme other frieads, who toew li)% 
interest at cpurti to ^me agaifi to London^ 
and employ himself on their bebdf^ Though; 
the juncture in whi^h their appUcaUon was 
made was not a time of pers^cutioBy (for that,; 
had ceased on the accession of Janies 2d.X 
]i;et the le^al incapacity of our friends in conse- 
quence of their ro&sing to swear f and the 
ruinous processes, which were generally insti*. 
tuted against them for tithes* even of small 
amount; together with the little security which 
they felt, whilst the penal laws were only sus- 
pended by a power which they knew to be in- 
competent; all the!^e consideratipns would 
lULturalljr induce them to desire that their easc- 
xnigbt resit on a surer basi& That they really 
looked ta parliament for a mdical redress^ of 
t^eir wrongs> appe^fst by the address Boom the 
Yearly Meeting in 1687 ; and. 9» £aiday» ia 
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wn^Bafice with the vei^uett of Fox and hk 
lKeiidd» ldtliotn« ia the Second month (AprU) 
that year, diere is little doubt that he was pre* 
scm at the Yeafly Meedog, which was sitting 
the 19th of the Thifd month, as appears by 
the date of the address. The words alludeS 
to are these: ** We hope the good effects 
« thereof (the king's declaration of indulgence) 
^may produce such a concurrence from the 
* parliament as will secure it to our postcrity.'f 
The applications of the friends in London 
to Robert Barclay had been made many 
mondis before he concluded to come to that 
t:ity» and soon after the accession of the 
king. As George Fox and Robert Barclay are 
certainly two of the most conspicuous charac- 
ters in the society of friends, a letter from Fox 

* Geagh, Vol. Hi; p. 194. 
f Thii addrea ii more particularly mentioned, bccaiuc a ipA* 
YtoQi one to Jamet fid. has been attributed to the Quakers 
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to Barclay may prove an agreeaUe olject id. 
a survey of his life. He had travelled with 
George Fox» and was intimate with himt ^^• 
there is truth in the proverls A man is known 
by the company he keeps. 

* < Edmonton, 19th of the fitli aMittaf 1685. 

' Dear friend, Robert Barclay, with my 

* love to thee, and thy wife and father, and the 

* rest of the holy friends, in the holy seed of 
' life, that reigns over all, in whom ye have 

* life, and salvation, and peace with God : now 

* the occasion of my writing to thee at this 

* time is, that Priends were very sensible of the 
^ great service thou had concerning the Truth, 
^ with the king and all the court; and that thoa 

* had their ear more than any fiiend, when 
« here, and freedom and liberty on PriendS* and 

* Truth's behalf. And now, dear Robert, 
^ we understanding that the occasion of thy 

• Memoir^^ p. ^ 
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' sudden return concerning the condition thy 

* wife was in, being now over by her being de- 

* literedj I desire thee, and it is the desire of 
^ several other friends, that, whilst the door it 
« open and the way so plain, thatthoa wouldest 

* be pleased to come to I^ndon with speed, or 

* as soon as may be ; for there is a great ser- 

* vice in it, thou having such firee access ; and 
< when thou art here. Friends may let thee 

* know their mind further. And so, dear 
« Robert, there is a great service in thy 
« coming, upon several accounts, more than I 
' shall mention at this time ; and so I hope 
' the Lord will incline thy heart to weigh and 

* consider thy service in it ; and so, once 
^ more, with my love, &c. 

« G. Fox/ 

To this letter was added, 
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iMiloii* B8d of the ^th noBthf i6N* 

< Dear Robert, 
* The within desire «f George Fox is also 

* the desire of us, and we think of all the 

* friends here: we therefore hope thou wilt 
^ do the needful therein. 

* We are thy real friends, 

* John Osgood, 

* Francis Camfield.' 

Let not any reader, more especially those 
for whose perusal this sketch of the life of 
their honourable ancestor is more immediately 
written, be so fastidious as to contemn the 
simple stile of George Fox. George Fox 
indeed, though unlettered, was a roan of a 
sound understanding and of a ready wit. But 
even had he been, and were many more of 
^e advocates for the inward light of Christ, 
'and for a self-denying life, deficient in acute- 
xiess of understanding, let it be considered ^act 
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•ne cause for the offices of rcEgion being ofieir 
filed by persons of inferior capacities, and of 
nnall acqimements,* may be the too general 
refusal of talents and learning to bend in siib» 
jcction to the humbling power of the cross. It 
seems diiScuh to quit this subject without ex« 
pressing a wish (and would, that it may be 
sped!) that» amidst the career of prosperity, 
and the captirating charms of indulgence, 
some reader may be found, who may be 
willing here to pause; to consider, with 
Barclay, * that the heighth of all happiness 
♦is placed in the true knowledge of God;'f 
and to inquire seriously of his witness. Am I 
teally concerned to obtam, and to preserve 
this knowledge; or to make gratification in 
some way or other, much, if not wholly, the 
business of my life I 



* See a remarkable Case, in Apol. Prop. lO} 1 191 toward* the «b4> 
Se« dim ^ 23, for Barclay's own cif^rienec. 

t Apol, Prop, I ^ 
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Daring this time of Robert BA&cbAV^s 
abode in the metropolis, he presented to the 
king an address of acknowledgment from the 
general meeting of Friends at Aberdeen ; and 
alfo visited the seven bishops, then confined in 
the Tower for having refused to distribute, in 
their respective dioceses, the king's declara- 
tion for liberty of conscience ; and for having 
represented to the king the grounds of their 
objection to the measure. The popular opinion 
was in favour of the bishops;* yet the former 
severities of some of that order against dis- 
senters, particularly ag^nst Friends, occasioned 
some reflections on them, which, coming to the 
knowledge of the imprisoned bishops, caufed 
them t6 allege thai the fakers had belied them^ 
by reporting that they had been the death of some* 
Hearing this, Robert Barclay went to the 
Tower, and gave the bishops a well substan- 
tiated account of some persons having been 

* Goagh, Vol. iii. 9. 10.9^ 
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detained in prison until death by order of 
iiidiops, though they had been apprized of the 
danger by phyficians who were not Quakers : 
yet he added, that it was by no means the 
intention of Friends to publish such incidents, 
and thereby to give to the king, and their 
<»ther adversanesy any advantage against them. 
Robert Barclat was in London for the 
last time in the meraorabfe year 1688,* and 
standing with the king in a window, the king 
looking out, observed that * the wind was then 

* fsLit for the prince of Orange to come over.* 
Robert Barclay replied that * it was hard 

* that no expedient could be found to satiny 

* the people ;* and the king declared * ho 
< wodd do any .thing becoming a gentiemaUf 

* except to part with liberty of canfcience, 
« which he never would whilst he lived.' At 
this time Barclay took a final leave of the 
king, for whose troubles he was much cour^ 

* Menoirsi p. 56.. 
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earned I and with whom h^ had be^n s^yeral 
times engaged ia serioos di^cQiursej on the 
posture of a&irs at that time. As Rob&k.t 
Barclay seems to have had the ear of both of 
the roy^ brothers,^ more than is usual for a 
subject in a station so little elevated, it may b^ 
a matter of inquiry 'by what means he acquired^ 
the privilege. The services of his father the 
colpn.el, who was, during his military career, ^ 
determined and vigorous loyalift, seems ta 
have iouoduced him to notice. at court; aad it 
is probable that the mildness of his Hiannersy 
^e soundness of his undecstaadui& 9nd th^ 
integrity ojf hi$ conduct, preserred him in 
fevour. 

The latter part of his life appears to hare 
passed at home, wiiere he lived in the enjoy- 
ment of the esteem of his neighbours, and 
where he died the ^ of the Eighth month 
(Oct,) 1690, having not quite attained to his 
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ferty-thflrd y«ar.* His character Is thus drawn 

by his friend, kinsmao, and fellow^sufferer, 
Patrick Lirtngstone.f 

* He was all along a man for peace ; and an 

* enemy to strife and dissention, but was a 
' peace-maker. I never knew him at any 

* time to be in a passion or anger. 

* He was a man of a aweet» pleasant, and 

* chearful temper, and above many for even- 

* ness- of sjMrit ; a man of deep reach in his 
'judgment and understanding of heavenly 



* Goagh, itt-hit Hiflory, Vdl. iii. p. m?* relates that James Dick- 
enaon of Cnmberland, being with R. Barclay near hb close, Barclay 
cxpreswd his love to all faithful friends in Englandi— adding « God 

• is good still ; and though I am onder a great weight of weakncsa 

• and sickness^ yet my peace flows ; and this I know, whatever ex- 

• erciscs may be permitted to come open me, they shall tend to 
' God's glory, and my salvation, Aid in that I rest.' I insert this in 

• note, as not fully to be relied on^ for this reason only : that James 
Dickenson does not mention it in his Journal, though he docs men- 
tion being twice at Urie in his visit to Scotland in the year 1690. 
The Memoirs hint at it ; and so does John Whiting in his < Pcrfe« 

• cntion £xpofed/ &c, a book well worth the perusal of such at 
wbh to know the circumstances of our friends in the latter part of 
tke iTtfa century. 

i ToUmony prefixed to Bardaj's WorU. 
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* thiogs, and also of the things that concerned 

* him to know of this life amongst men.. 

* He was quick and ready in his understand- 

* ing of matters of difference or controversy ; 
' and had a notable way of deciding and com* 

* posing of them. 

* He was a man of a public spirit, and , 

* laboured for the public good of all> but 

* especially of those he was in fellowship 
« with* 

* And^ as for his dbctrine^he was plain and 

* clear to the meanest capacity : discreet and 

* obliging therein.' 



SOME 

ACCOUNT, &c. 



Xhe first occasion on which Robert 
Barclay appeared as an author was about the 
2 2d year of his age, in a piece intitled, 
' Tn^th cleared of calumnies, wherein a book 

* intitled ^* A dialogue between a Quaker and 
<' a stable Christian" (printed at Aberdeen, 

* and upon good ground, judged to be writ 

* by William Mitchell, a preacher near it) is 
' examined, and the disingenuity of the author 

* in his representing of the Quakers is dis« 
« covered, their case truly stated, cleared. 
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^demonstrated, and the. objections of their 

* oj^sers answered, according to truth, scrip- 
« ture, and right reason.' The title page 
bespeaks the intention of che work, and it 
may be only necessary to add, that the dialogue 
to which it is an answer seems to hare been 
the result of a controversy that had been long 
maintained between the friends ia Aberdeen 
and some of the clergy :. the latter having en- 
deavoured to represent them as holding doc* 
trines injurious to religion. The reader may 
find in Barclay's « Truth cleared of Calum^ 

* nies,' some of those leading points of the 
doctrine of Friends, handled in a concise 
manner, which are more diffusely treated of in 
some of his subsec^ucnt \vorks. To this book, 
was added. In the same year, a postscript intitled 
••Some things of weighty concernment, pro— 
♦posed in. meekness and love, by way of que- 
*ries to the serious, consideration of the,- 

* inhabitants of Aberdeen 5 which may also be 
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^ of ase to CDch ts are of the «aiiie mind witk 
^ them ekewhere in this nation/ The qnea* 
^DS are tipeoty in nnmber. Some of them 
pointedly relate to the controrersy on foot ) 
others are of a more general nature ; and all 
are worth the perusal of such as engage in reli- 
gious dispute. 

Wm. Mitchell, the supposed author of the 
anonymous * Dialogue/ having thought fit to 
reply to our author's * Truth cleared from 

* Calumniesy' gave him occasion to publish in 
167a* his piece called * William ACtchell 
' Unmaskedj or the staggering instability of 
^ the pretended stable Christian discovered | 
^ his omissions observed, and weakness unveiled) 

* in his lacte faint and feeble animadversions, by 

* way of reply to a book intitled ** Truth 
** cleared of Calumnies," wherein the integrity 

* of the Quakers' doctrine is the second time 
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f Justified and cleared from the reiterate, cla- 
f morons, but causeless cabunnies of this cavil* 

* ling catechist/ From such a title, a closer 
conflict may be expected ; and it is acknow- 
ledged by William Penn in his preface to 
Barclay's works, that * the dispate risetf 

* high, and the contest seems sharp and close i 

* but to every impartial reader the advantage 
' evidently runs on our author's side,, who ap* 

* pears rather zealous than heated, and sharper 

* on his enemy's matter than person : for he 

* rather pities his enemy than triumphs over his 

* weakness and envy. Here, as in an exact 
^ draught, the reader has an account of the 
^ fabulous principles given under our names, 

* and those that we really profess : and the 

* pleasure even men pretending to religion 

* take to render a poor self-denying people that 
Swhich they are not ; as if they feared we 

* should be in the right, or hold principles 
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^neafer to what tliey themsdves profess to 
^bdierct than is coDvenient for their interest 

* with the pccyple to allow ; lest that, together 

< with the sobriety their [mkt] worst enemies 

* allow to be so consfMCuous among them [iwj} 

* should gite them [fix] too great a credit with 
^ their hearers,' The editor of the Biographia 
3ritaaoica says ' In this work our author 
^ discovers an amazing variety of learning ; 
■* which shews how good a use he made of 
' his time at Paris, and hoW thorough a master 
•* he was of the scriptures, the fathers/ and 
'ecclesiastical history, and with how much 
' skill and judgment iie applied them.' 

In these two books, namely * Truth cleared 

< of Calumnies,' and « William Mitchell Un- 
* masked,' will be found the buddings of much 
of that sound argument, which afterwards grew 
to such a notable degree of strength ia 
Barclay's famous Apology. 
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tKff aothor's noLt publicatioa was % heU 
iheety intitled ^ A seasooaUe wamiDg uA 
« serious exhortatioti tOy and expdstdaiioft 
^ withy the inhabitants of Aberdeen, coAcenunS; 
'< this preset dispensation, and tiaj t)f Hifd^ 
< liring Tisitation towards them/ From thi» 
.paper I have given an extract ^t page tSy^sCk 
•relating to the asthor's message in sa(^;cioth. 
<Some queries reapectbg that matter having 
i>een dispersed in Aberdeen, an answer to those 
queries was also published, and appear as % 
postscript to the * Seasonable Warning' in the 
Collection of Barclay's worki. It app^ark 
from this postscript, that Robert BAacLAt 
had die unity and concurrence of his friends on 
•the occasion of his mortifying errand, aftd was 
accompanied by some of them. 
' Now, quitting for a while the field of con* 
%roversy. Our author compiled and published 
his Catechism and Confession of Faith, a work 
which has gone through several editions in 
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Xfiglish aad ooe in Latm. The firsc edition 
is that of 1673. The society of friends had 
been represented as Tillifying and denying the 
scr^tores ; * to disprove which' says fiAacLAr 
addressing himself to the reader * this cate« 

* chism and confession of faith is compiled and 

* brought to thy view' * In answer to the 

* questions, there is not one wordy that I know 

* of, placed, but the express words of scripture.' 
Accordingly .the work is caUed * A Catechism 

* and Confession of Faith, approved of and 

* agreed unto by the general assembly of the 
fpatriarchsy prophets, and apostles, Christ 

* himself chief speaker in and among them i 

* which contain eth a true and faithful account 
« of the principles and do(flrines whidi are most 

* surely believed by the churches of Christ in 

* Great Britain and Ireland, who are reproach- 

* fully called by the name of Quakers; yet arc 

* found in the one faith with the primitive 

* church and saints : as is most clearly demoiw 

f 
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* stnited by some plain scripture tesiaaKmies 
' (withoat consequences or commentaries), 

< which are here collected and inserted by way 
^ of answer to a few weighty^ yet easy and 
^ fiuailiar questions, fitted as well for the wisest 

< and largestf as for the weakest and lowest, 

* capacities. To which is added an expostu* 

< lation with, and appeal to, all other pnx- 

* fessors.' As the days in which we live are 
Marked by bold attempts to irilfify the scrip* 
tares; and as even persons under mar profes* 
Sion have employed themsdves in endeavouring 
to bring them into discredit, thinking to suc« 
eeed the more easily with a people who believe 
in the s^iperior authority of the Sjnrit; it is 
peculiarly interefting to behold in what light 
Robert Barclay, the able asserter of that 
superior excellence, viewed the scriptures. It 
is further interesting, because Robert Barclay 
himself has been adduced as the countenancer 
of unscriptural conclusions. His works never- 
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didess teem with tieferenoes to scriptum 
.authority; he never shfinks from the test of 
scriptare on disputed points ; and in the present 
work he confesses himself to intend to let the 
sunple words of scnptnrey nncopinienfeed on^ be 
.the advocates of the casse which he esponses. 
. A6er the publicatioa of the Catechism/ it 
appears that the next pfodtictioa of our 
author's pen was his * Theses Theologies^/ 
of which further mention will be made. In 
the year 1675 he published at Rotterdam a, 
piece in Latin against I<%olas Amoldy pro* 
feasor hi the uniTcrslty of Franequer, in Fries* 
land) >one of the United nrovinces, who had 
controverted his Theses, intitled * Christiansr 
< quaedam animadversiones in Nicolai Amoldi 
* (qui S. S. theologiflB Doctor et FroiFes. se 
i' praedicat) exercitationem theologicam de 
^ Quakerismo, ejnsque brevis reiutatio.'* 

♦Some Chriftiaii KiMrkt oa th« Tbc*Ioglcil £xcrcitaiion om 
Qiukeriim of Nicolas Arnold, (who itiln himself 4 
itun of dirinity) «nd a tboit refutation of thca. 

F Z 
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It is adckessed as follows, ' Omnibus todos 
•* Belgii, et pre&ertim Academic Franequa^? 

* ranac, doctoribusy professoribus, et studiods^ 

* RoBERTVs Barclaius DiTuii Spiritiis illu« 
*> minatiioaem uberiorem ad iDtelligentiam veri* 

* tatisy animumque ad earn amplecundam, 

* proclivem exoptat.'* 

The same year he gave to the public, * A 

* true and faithful account of the most material 
' passages of a dispute betwixt some students 
' of divinity (so called) of the university of 

* Aberdeen, and the people called Quakers.' 
The issue of this dispute has been already 
mentioned (p. 23). It seems the disputing 
students had also published an account of it, in 
a piece intitled 'Quakerism canvassed,' which 
occasioned a reply from Barclay and his 



*To all the dortori, profcsiortt and •tudents, in the Netherlandtv 
i^re especially to tbote of the anivcrstty of Pranequer, Rbbert 
Barclay wiiheth a fuller illumination of the Divine Spirit, for the 
Wkimf^anilag oi Ui« iraUiv ud m mind diaposed to embrace lb 
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friends, under the tide of < Qoakerism eon- 
< finned' in two parts, both dated 1676. To 
the latter is snbjoined three certificates, fronf 
four persons present at the dispute, 'who, i^also 
appears, were the same that were conyinced bj 
means of the impressions then made on their 
minds. The character, therefore, of these 
latter publications of Barclay may be 
learned from the students' certificates : which 
are as follow* 
' We the underscribers, late students of phi* 

* losophy in the university of Aberdeen, being 

* present at the dispute, do faithfully declare, 
' that the students have grossly belied tlie 

* Quakers in their account, making them to 

* speak that which they spake not ; and also 

* forging arguments and answers not mentioned 

* upon the place. And though we had no in- 

* tention at that time to own the people called 

* Quakers, yet we dare not but declare that 

* their answer and behaTiour had no small in- 



* ivttmt upon us> tor msike us io Ipvt with their 
^ vay, and to search aft^r it more diligeotiy : 

* as also the stodentV argnmeDtt and Ughtness 

* did Qot a Htde tend to make a» disgqst them 
f and their priaciples. And albeit that inward 
'peace and aatiafaflbn of mindy which we 
< enjoy in the truth we now profess with that 

* despised and injured people) doth make us 
' bless the day in which it pleased God to 

* bring us among them ; yet we arc not a little 

* confirmed in the belief of this reproached 
•testimony and witnesses, that we find the 

* strongest arguments their adversaries have 
' against them are lies and calumnies. And 

* this we testify for the Truth, whom the Thith 

* hath taught not to lie. 

* Robert Sakdilands. 

* James Alexander.' 

' And I also declare, who (being a student 
' at that time in the Old Town College)* was 
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^-present at the dispate» tad heard the same 

* with attention, that the students have grossly 

* hdkd the Quakers in many things in their 
^ account. Apd although that since it hath 

* pleased God to join me onto that people, yet 

* at that time I had no mind to be of their 

* way. However when I saw their account X 
^ did approve it as ingf^uoas, as now I 
< also do, and disapprove the studenu as false 

* in many things. 

• Alsxandeb. Seato*** 

' And I likewtse (being a student in the 

* New Town College) at that time was prc» 
' sent at the dispute, and do declare that the 

* Students*' folly and lightness had no smau 
^influence upon me to search more narrowly 
^ into the way of that people ; which it pleased) 

* the Lord to bless unto me, so that the eye& 

* of my understanding came to be opened, and 
/^ I eamt fully to be .convinced of the truth of 
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'.tfadr principles and way ; to which now *by ' 

* the mercy of the Lord I am joined ; and do 

* find by comparing the two accounts together, 
^ that the students have wronged the people 

* called Quakers in divers things, as the 
< students' self contradictions do sufficiently 

* shew. 

* Alexander Paterson.' 

This appears to have been a busy time with 
Robert Barclay, for in the same year was 
published his « Anarchy of the Ranters/ and 
his * Apology.' The latter was as yet only- 
submitted to the learned world, being printed 
in Latin at Amsterdam. Let us therefore 
suspend our review of it, and advert to the 
Qther book, the title of which at large is * The 

* Anarchy of the Ranters, and oth&r libertines, 
. * the Hierarchy of the Romanists, and other 
' pretended churches, equally refused and re- 
.< futed: in a two-fold apology for the church 
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« aiid people of God called in derision Quakert. 
« Wherein they are vindicated from those that 
< accuse them of confusion and disorder on 

* the one hand, and from such as calumniate 

* them with tyranny and imposition on the 

* other ; shewing that as the true and pure 

* principles of the gospel are restored by their 

* testimony ; so is also the ancient apostolic 

* order of the church of Christ re-established 

* among them, and settled upon its right basis 

* and foundation*' The scope of this work 
may be gathered from its title; but it is 
useful to know that Friends at that time were 
calumniated by their adversaries as a people 
who, under colour of private internal direction, 
were laying waste good order ; whilst by some 
dissatisfied persons among themselves, they 
•were accused as violating the rights of private 
judgment, and restraining the operations of the 
spirit in individuals, by the discipline which 
had been set up among them* The author 
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therefore cadeavours to recondk the pronaee? 
of the body with the privileges of individuals^ 
and he does it in a masterly manner. The 
v^ork has passed several impiiessionsy and as its 
title when abridged to the few wordsy^ Thd 
Anarchy of the Ranters, conveys little or no 
Information of its contents^ the Yearly Meeting 
^ has lately ordered an, additional title to be pre- 
fixed, namely, « A Treatise on Christian Difi. 
cipline/ It is a treatise particularly well 
worth the perusal of all such as believe it to be 
their duty to be active in discipline. In the 
collection of BAacLAv's works there is an 
Explanatory postscript (written in prison in 
1679), occasioned by the opposition of 
1R.ogers, already mentioned (pp. 45, 46)9 which^ 
exhibits our author in an amiable view** 

The Theses Theologicae have been already 
mentioned. They have been printed in Latin^ 

* It appears from a paper tubjoined that the Alharchy of th€ 
-flancert had been approved by the Morning Meeeing at Londm; 
which meeting had been then established abont three years* 
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French, Germani Dutch, and English. One 
of the English editions hears the title of «The 
^ principles of true Christianity and sound 

* divinity asserted.' They are addressed as 
follows. * To the clergy of what sort soever, 

* unto whose hands these may come ; but more 
' particularly to the doctors, professors, and 
' students of divinity, in the universities and 

* schools of Great Britain, whether prelatical, 

* preshyterian, or any other, Robekt 

' Barclay, a servant of the Lord God, 

* and one of those who in derision are called 

* Quakers, wisbeth unfeigned repentance to 

* the acknowledgment of the truth.' These 
theses or propositions are fifteen in number. 
The following are the subjects of them. 

I. Concerning the true foundation of know* 
l€dgc, 

2 Immediate Revelation* 

3 • ... the Scriptures, 
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4* Concerning the Condition of Man in the fall. 

J. & 6 -- the Universal Redemp^ 

' tion by Christy and also the saving' 

and spiritual light, wherewith everj 

man is enlightened* 

7 Justification. 

8 Perfection. 

9 Perseverance, and the possiin* 

]ity of falling from Grace, 

to the Ministry. 

11. •••• Worship. 

12 Baptism. 

12 -- the Communion or participa- 
tion of the body and blood of Christ. 
14. .- the power of the civil ma« 

gistrate in matters purely religious 

and appertaining to the conscience. 
15 Salutationsand Recreations, &c. 

On these subjects, the author lays down, 
or propounds, his sense and judgment of truth 
as held by Friends. 
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The propositions, being sent forward into tbe 
votldy were well received beyond the author's 
expectation ; and proved the means of removing 
some false and monstrous opinions which had 
been imbibed against Friends. Actuated there- 
fore by the like design of propagating the truth, 
and believing himself influenced by the same 
measure of the Divine Spirit, he judged it 
proper to explain his propositions somewhat 
more largely, and to defend them with argu- 
mentsyand this produced hiscelebrated Apology. 

It is intitled * An Apology for the true 
.' Christian divinity, as the same is held forth, 

* and preached, by the people called in scorn 

* Quakers, being a full explanation and vbdi- 

* cation of their principles and doctiines, by 

* many arguments deduced from Scripture and 

* right reason', and the testimonies of famous 

* authors, both ancient and modern : with a 

* foil answer to the strongest objections usually 
' made against them. Presented to the kin^.' 
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In this work the fifteen propositions are (ex- 
cept the 5 th and 6dif which are examined 
together) separately examined and proved. 
The author's general way is to state clearly the 
terms of that which he is about to prove ; after- 
wards to adduce one or more scripture texts^ 
which either plainly affirm the truth of what 
he has laid down, or from which it may be 
naturally, fairly, and clearly deduced by an 
argument : which he generally frames in the 
manner of what is termed a syllogism.* He 
afterwards adds the testimonies of other authors 
of approved reputation in support of the doc- 
trine which he is proving ; and lastly states the 
objections to it that have been made, or might 
be made ; which he likewise answers by syllo- 
gistical arguments drawn from Scripture, or 
from self-evident truths, acknowledged by all* 

* As for example. Sin is imputed to none where there ii so lay. 
lAtit, To infants there is no Ivif. 
^ . Thcrcforca Sis it pot imstticd to then* Pr«p. 4. S <• 
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The Theses contain the author's general opi- 
siODS under each head, or division of the Apo- 
logy; bat in order to showy in this place, what 
those opinions are, it may not be amiss to sketch 
<m outline of what the reader may expect to find 
treated of, in a finished and masterly manner iih 
this instrurtive, celebrated, and it may even be 
said, entertaining work. In truth, the road of 
religion is far from being without its flowers ; 
and its thorns, it should be remembered, have 
been sown in it by the opposition of the irreli- 
^OQS. When its course is unobstructed, or 
when the obstructions are overcome, its way« 
are sdll ways of pleasantness, and all its paths 
^ce. 

It is probably occupation, which forms 
much of the pleasure of the mind ; and when 
men have resolved not to occupy themselves 
with trifles, and with such pursuits as neither 
make them wiser or better, they may find 
genuine entertainment in the performance of 



I 

their duty; and in the perusal of tracts written 
on subjects which concern them so immediately 
as those which pertain to life and salvatioD* 
Here the mind is at once occupied, entertained, 
and invigorated. 

On the subject of the First Proposition, our 
author asserts, that the true foundation of hno'tv* 
ledge^ lies in being acquainted with God : an 
assertion which, as he supposes it will generally 
be granted, he does not stop long to explain.. 
Immediate revelation is held up in the Second 
Proposition, and Barclay not only shows the 
necessity of it, for obtaining that true knowledge 
which is mentioned in the First ; but prove* 
that the doctrine was held by the .eArly 
teachers of Christianity ; and that the.reyela- 
tion for which he pleads is only to be obtained 
in and by Christ, through the Spirit. Thi». 
part of the Apology also contains (J 3.). 
Robert Barclay's faith as to the eternal 
divinity of Christ* 



97 

This ^hird Proposition, treating of the Scrl^ 

'Hrrr/, the apologift begins ^th affirming them* 

to be the most excellent writings in the world;. 

to wfaidi not only no other writings are to be 

^referredy but even in diters respects not com^^ 

parable. Nevertheless he asserts that it is the 

Spirit that mast apply them for our benefit^ and 

must still be the primary rule of Christians. 

He then guards against the common objection^. 

that hereby the Scriptures are rendered useless; 

and shows that as they have proceeded from 

the revelation of the Divine Spirit in the 

writers^ they can never be contradicted by the 

reveladon of the same Spirit in the mind of 

any. . He is willing that all doctrines and 

practices shall be tried by them ; and that 

whatsoever any do, pretending to the Spirit^ 

which is contrary to the Scriptures, be takea 

ibr a delusion*. 

In the Fourth Proposition are unfolded the 
^ws of RaBSHT Barclay respecting, the 
a 
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State of man in the fall. He deaies the ini* 
putadon of sin to iDfantSy oq account of 
Adam's transgression, nntil they join with the 
seed of evil in themselres by their own ac- 
tual transgression ; yet he maintains that aH 
men are prone to sin, and cannot derive, from 
their fidlen progenitor, any power to overcome 
it. A seed of sin he confesses to be' trans- 
mitted to all men from Adam ; but he prefers 
to call it by the scriptural terms of Death, the 
Old man, xht old Adam^ rather than by the 
Calvinistic term of Ori^nal &in : which notion 
he thinks has given rise to that of iinfuting sin 
to infants. 

In the two following Propositions, the Tifix 
and Sixth, which «re considered jointly, oar 
author comes to show the means of man^s 
restoration from the fell 5 and ably asserts Z/w- 
• versal redemption by Christ, and the * saving 
and spiritual light wherewith every man is en- 
tightened* , As it lies in his way, he begins 
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with some short, yet sharp, stricturies on the 
doctrine of Absolute reprohatumy which he sac* 
cessfuUy opposes ; and proves the univerlality 
of Christ's death, and the consequent possibi- 
lity of salvation to all. The author lays it 
down that God, who, of his infinite love, hatf 
sent his Son into the world, who tasted death 
for every man, hath given to every man a time 
of visiution, dnring which he may partake of 
the fruits of Christ's death. Secondly, That* 
to this end God hath given to every man a 
measure of the light of his own Son<^a 
measure of grace — a measure of the Spirit. 
Thirdly, That God, in and by this light, in- 
vites, calls, exhorts, and strives, with every 
man, in order to save him: Which light re- 
ceived, and not resisted, works the salvation 
of all ; but that it may be resisted, and then 
becomes man's condemnation. Having thus 
maxie the co-operation of man efEcient in his 
salvation, he guards against derogating from 

G % 
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the atonement and sacrifice of Christ ; asaert» 
belief ID all that is recorded of him in Scrip- 
tnres and that remission of sins is only by 
tirtue of that most satisfactory sacrifice. The 
subjects of these propositions are treated of the 
Most diffusely of any ; and it is therefore pro- 
portionably difficult to do them justice in so 
short a sketch as will suit the present work. 

ytuti/Uaticn forms the matter of the Se- 
Tenth Proposition, in which word Robert 
Barclay always includes the idea of bein^ . 
iiMide JMt ; the immediate cause of which is 
the revelation of Jttus Christ in the soul, 
changing, altering, and renewing the mind: 
and he cautions all against supposing themselves 
justified by virtue of Christ's death, while they 
lemain unsancti^d in heart, and polluted with 
;iin. 

The doctrine of the Eighth Proposition ha> 
l>cen much opposed. It asserts the possibility 
#f Pitfiction in tUi Ijfes which perfection tB 
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l|e£ned to coDsist in a freedom fr^m aetiial 
f mning and transgre^iag God's law ; yet as 
> state that admits of a growth, and to 
which also is annexed a possibility of £dt- 
ing. The doctrine of those who plead tot 
the impossibility of perfection* and for the 
continuance in sio» dwing Iife» is opposed at 
length ; and the perfection for which onr author 
pleads is placed in the full bringing forth of thit 
pure and holy birth, the light of Christ in thir 
soul. 

The Ninth Proposition respects Perseverdnee 
and the possibility of falling from grace. On 
these subjects the author's judgment may be 
nearly gathered from what precedes. Accor- 
dingly he is short in this part of the Apology; 
and his sense is. that the truth lies betwixt 
these two extremes, viz* the doctrine of such 
as ai&rm that the leajl degree of true and ioving 
grace canwi be fallen from i and that of those 
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who deny any such itaKRty attainable^ as that 
there can le no total and final apostacyfrom it* 

We next meet, in the Tenth Propositiooy 
ivith a head on which the Society of Friends 
have appeared to differ more from other pro- 
fessors of Christianity than on most others, 
namely GoipeUMinutry* After explaining his 
sense of what constitutes the Church, which 
he defines to be the Society of such as God 
has called out of* the worldly spirit, to walk in 
Jiis light and life, he shows what is the call of 
a true minister, asserting it to be the inward 
power and virtue of the Spirit of God; and 
rejects the notion of succession from the 
apostles. Having established the call, he lays 
down the qualification of a minister, of which 
he asserts human learning to form no necessary 
part ; but places all in the power, life^ and 
nnrtue of the Holy Spirit. Lastly, he maintains 
ifaat the true ministers should not, cannot. 
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teach for Hire» and he opposes the practice of 
^ forced maintenance ; concluding with alivdy 
OQB^pQriaOn between the ministry for which he 
pkadsy and that for which the opposers of our 
sodety plead* This is a very interesting part 
of the Apology, and teems with able argu- 
ijients drawn both from the letter and the 
nature of the gospel* 

' Worship is spoken of in the Elerenth Pro- 
posiuon ; and true worship is all referred to 
an inward feeling of reverence and devotion, 
to the exclusion of all ceremonies which may 
be set about in the will of man. The author 
nevertheless takes care to assert the necessity of 
meeting at stated times for worship ; but thatf 
when assembled, the great duty of all is to 
retire from their own imaginations, to wait 
to feel the Lord's presence^ and to know a 
gathering into his name indeed; where, saith 
he, the secret power and virtue of life is felt to 
refresh the soul ;^ from which the accepuble 
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Worship IS inowii, whidi ediiies the clnirch» tuft 
19 wdl pUaaing to God. The serious reader 
"Will prohahly (nd a seeret inflaenee engssiiq^ 
ibis mind to assent, whilst be penises this psot 
of the work; which certaiji]^ cUiais the attcn* 
don of aU who call theosehe^ FrieiMhu 

The Tweifili imd Th«te<»itkL Pn^osidoo* 
are employed od^ what zx^t termed the two 
aai:r|uyieDU» Baptkm and the Suffer* Baptism 
with w^ter is affirmed not to be the one 
Vue baptism of Christ ; which is proTed to be 
inward and spiritual^ according to the tcx^ 
A' He shal) baptise yon with the HiAj Ghost 
*^ and with fire :" and the oljections of such as 
bold water baptism to be of perpetual obligatioii 
are answered. The body and blood of 
Christ, of which believers partake^ is asserted 
to be spiritual and not carnal ; and to be really 
enjoyed as often as the soul retires into the 
light of theLord, and feels sod partakes of that 
heavenly life by which the iawaid man b 
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ttonrishcd* The aigumoits of those who coiw 
tesA for the ceremonioas use of bread ftnd 
wine are considered and refuted. 

The Fourteenth Proposition is concerning 
the Power of tie csvii magutrate in matten 
purely reRgwus^ aad pertaamng to the con^ 
Htencem It nuy be well conceived that Bar« 
cirAT here firmly asserts the unlawfulness of 
any attempt to force the conscience. At the 
came time he gives no countenance to such as^ 
«inder pretence of consctence* would prejudice 
their neighbours. 

The fifteenth and last Proposition has for its 
litlty CoMetnu^g SalutoHont and Xecreationi^ 
Uiough it also embraces some other objects. la 
k the author shows the unlawfulness^ to 
Christians, of usii^ flattering tkles and complL. 
ments— of kneeling^ prostrating^ or bowing 
like body, or uncovering the head to any man-— 
of using superfluities in apparel for ornament 
and vaaity--«of using qports, games, comedieti 
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our aathor, ' no king in the world, who can $• 

* experimentally testify of God's providence 

* and goodness ; neither is there any who rules 
^ so many free people, so many tme Christians : 

* which thing renders thy government more 
^ honourahley and thyself more consideraUe« 

* than the accession of many nations filled 
^ with slavish and superstitions souls. 

< Thou hast tafied of prosperity and adver- 
^ sity* Thou knowest what it is to be banished 

* thy native country ; to be overruled, as wel) 
^ as to rttle> and sit upon the throne : and, 
^ being oppressed, thou hast reason to know 
«how hateful the oppressor is both to God 
^ and man. If, after all these warnings and 

* advertisements, thou dost not turn to the 
< Lord with all thy heart; but forget Him 

* who remembered thee in thy distress, and 

* give up thyself to follow lust and tanity ; 

* surely, great will be thy condemnation. 

* Aguntt which mare, as well as the temp* 
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* ration of thosei that may, or do, feed tbce 

* and prompt thee to evil, the most excellent 

* and prevalent remedy will be^to apply thyself 

* to that light of Christ which shineth in thy 

* conscience, which neither can nor will flatter 

* thee, nor suffer thee to be at case in thy sins 5 
^ but doth, and will, deal plainly and faitlifully 

* with thee; as those, that are followers there- 
^ of, have also done. 

« God Almighty, who hath so signally 
« hitherto visited thee with his love, so touch 

* and reach thy heart ere the day of thy visita** 

* rion be expired, that thou mayest effectually 

* turn to him, so as to improve thy place and 
« station for his name. So wisheth, so prayeth^. 

* thy faithful friend, and subject, 

• Robert Barclay.'' 

From Ury^the place of my pilgrimage, 
in my native country of Scotland, 
the e^th of the aiontb caUel 
November, in the year 167 a* 
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For some years previous to the puUicatioit 
of the Apology, Friends and their adversaries 
had been engaged in controversy ; and onr 
author, from his retirement, had viewed the 
contest,- and had had leisure to obser\'e the 
misrepresentations of fact on which some of 
their adversaries' censures rest ; as well as tt^ 
weigh the ftrength of the objections which 
they brought againfi what they did not misre*- 
present. He catoc forth^ therefore, at length, 
the more fully prepared to enter the lists hinv> 
self. That he did so in a most able manner, 
the generally good reception of his book, when 
£rst published, and its uniform and continued 
reputation, down to the present day, sufficiently 
demonstrate ; and the important Mght in whick 
it was viewed by those "who were averse front 
the doctrines which it establishes, namely the 
stipendiary teachers^ is evident from the 
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, number of them who endearoored to contro- 
vert it.* 

The next piece in order of time f is • Uni- 

* versal Love considered, and established upon 

* its right foundation : being a serious inquiry 

* how far chanty may,, and ought to be ex- 

* tended towards persona of different judgments 

* in matters of religion; and whose principles 

* among the several sects of Christians do most 

* naturally lead to that due moderation re- 

* quired : writ in the spirit of love and meek- 

* ness, for the removing of stumbling blocks 

* out of the way of the simple, by a lover of 
' the souls of all men.' The author first gives 
an account of his own experience on the sub- 
ject ; and then endeavours to state and demon- 

. * Aa Brown» *Qtt«keriMn the pitiwnrjr to Pkgsnism^'^Bajerus, prof* 
of divinity at Jena; Holthuituii, a preacher st Francfort ; Reifer, » 
pastor at Haii^rg; Keith, < The Quakert*^ Standard Examined; 
Bennett, * Confutation of Qoakeriso)*' &c. Chubby < Examinationof 

* Mr. Barclay's Principles,' &e. 

f It is to be observed, that John Whiting's Catjrlogue of Friends* 
•«o^»» PP* 6* fir 7* M foUow^d i not.tbc lerjes hi Truth Triwnphanw 
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itrate the nature of Christian love and charity f, 
how consistent therewith is true zeal, and the 
distinction of the latter from false, persecuting^ 
zeal* He then states his subject anew, as it 
respects the different divisions of Christians ;. 
showing that their accordance or discordance 
with universal love, is to be drawn from the 
nature of their principles^ and not from the 
practice of particular persons among them. , 
Thas much being premised, he examines the 
principles of several denominations, and finds- 
them defective, and discordant to the principle 
of universal love ; as Papists, Protestants in ge* 
neral, and Socinians. Lastly, he lays down some 
principles of Christianity which do well agree 
with true universal love. The reader may 
easily suppose that these are the principles held 
by Friends; and he will find the piece to be 
an able recommendation of those principles,, 
and an exposition of them in an amiable light* 
An edition of this work has been printed so 
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Ipue IS tlo9$ but the fim was an 1697, ^^ 

y«ar ia wUch it was written^ while its benevor 
leat author was himself suffering from the want 
ef ttoiversa} love) being a prisoner at Aberdeeiv 
I h9:ire ahpQady hinted at the books which 
vcre written by way of reply to the Apology. 
One of these^ namely, ^ Quakerism the pathway 
* to Paganism/ had been printed before the 
publication of the first English edition of the 
Apology; and was the means of prompting 
RoBEUT Barclay to hasten that edition to 
the pressj that the public might have the whole 
controversy before them. He afterwards 
thou^t proper to give his adversary's book a 
D^ore particular answer ; wUch was published 
in the year 16799 under the title of * R» B's. 
« Apology for the true Christian divinity vindi- 
<cated &om John Brown's examination and 
^pretended qonfutation thereof, in his book 
< called Qs^kerism the pathway to FaganL^; 
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* in which vindication, John Brown's many 

* gross perversions and abuses are discoveredt . 

* and his furious and violent railings, and re« 
^vilings soberly rebuked.' It is common in 
controversy for authors to charge their bppo- 
nents with r^ing ; and the reader may think 
that our author, in his title page, has fallen into 
that hacknied road. He makes good, however, 
his charge in his introduction, where he says, 
' Men use to be sober and moderate that write 

* controversies, in the beginning at least, and 
« not seek to prepossess the reader with preju- 
■ dice against their adversaries, until by the 

* strength of their reason they have proved then^ 
< to deserve it ; but this man is so full fraughted 

* with malice,, and so in love with railmg, that 

* he cannot forbear the first page, where ^e 

* have him calling us '^ Locilsts, of wh6se 
«* ministry the devil makes use, only masculine 
" in malice against Christ — breathing forth 
<* nothing but that putrid poison, that innate 
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•• serpentine venom/* &c.* This is a specU 
men of the spirit with which our early Friends 
had to contend; but, though it must be con- 
fessed that some of them (whether from the 
provocation they received, or from sharp 
language being the temper of the times) gave 
too much into it themselves, yet the reader of 
Barclay's writings will not probably be dis- 
posed to think that he has fallen into that 
common error. In the book in question our 
author follows his adversary through the foI« 
lowing divisions of the subject, i. The true 
ground of knowledge. 2. Inward and imme- 
diate revelation. 3. The Scriptures. 4. Man's 
natural state, and original sin. 5. Reprobation, 
and universal redemption. 6. Possibility of 

* The perufal of this excited a curiosity to look et Brown's epistle to 
the reader; in which, the first words that took the attention, wero 

* Rnnagad Qaaker/ and these were found to he the conclusion of tbo 
fbUowing string of epithets, < This God-daring, Christ-blaspheming 

* Spirit-despiting generation, of the prodlgiottslj profaae and vr^^ 
< gnt NCt of Rmugad Quakers.' 

M a 
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tmiversal salvation ; universal grace ; necessity 
of the light to salvation; die salvation of hea* 
thens. 7* Jusufication. 8. Perfection. 9* 
Perseverance. lo. Ministry, wherein of Wo* 
mens' preaching. 11. JSilent worship,'&c. is» 
Baptism. 13. The Lord's Supper. 14. Li* 
berty of conscience. 15. Wars and oaths. 
1 6. Civil honour, kc* This book, which is 
about the size of the Apology, has never been 
otherwise reprinted than in the two editions of 
Truth Triumphant ; and the book of Brown 
having lon^ since fallen into general oblivion, 
the * Vindication' is little read; yet it contains 
that part of controversy which is the most use- 
Ad part, the answering of objections; and 
therefore may still be read with advantage. 
William Pemi, in his day, esteemfsd it highly ; 
and says he ranks th^ Apology and this book 
in the front of Barclay's polemical writings* 
Of such writings this was die last puUished bj 

* These numbers do not torftspond %rith Uumc Qf JU B'i. Section^ 
ftecawe Uer^ ) t is an iauodoctory om^ 
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our author ; add it was not replied to by hb 
SDgry adversary* 

There yet remain two tracts of Robert 
Barclay to be noticed^ the first of which he 
dalltf « An epUtle of love and friendly advice 
' to the ambassadors of the several princes of 
' Europe, met at Nimegueni to consult the 
i peace of Christendom, so far as they are con< 

* cemed ; wherein the tni6 cause of the present 

* War is ^scovered, and means for a ifirm anci 

* settled peace is proposed, by R. Barclay, a 

* lover and travaHer for the peace of Christen- 
' dom/ This is a most instructive piece. Its 
ebject is to show the ground of war, and that 
means for promoting peace, while these grounds 
remain, are likely to be unstaUe and ine£feaual t 
at the same time pointing the way whereby ft 
lasting peace may prevail. It has tiiis post-s 
script. * This came upon me from the Lord^ 
•to write unto you, at Ury in my native 

* country of Scotland, th« 2d of the mom& 
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^ called November, 1677/ It is, though long 
for a letter, and probably not read by all the 
statesmen to whom it was addressed, short for a 
treatise; but it is fiiU and clear, and it is much 
wished that this brief recommendation may 
bduce the reader to give it a serious perusal. 
The letter was originally written in Latin, and 
afterwards translated and published for the 
satisfaction of such as cannot read the original* 
To the translation, printed in 1679, the follow- 
ing historical memoir is subjoined. ^ Copies 
< of the foresaid epistle, in Latin, were, upon 

* the 23d and 24th days of thie month caUed 

* February, 1678, delivered at Nimegnen, to 

* the ambassadors of the emperor, of the kings 

* of Great Britain, Spain, and France, Sweden, 

* and Denmark, of the prince^lector Palatine, 

* as also of the states general, and of the duke 

* of Lorrain, Holstain, Lunenburg, Qsnaburg, 

* Hanover, and the pope's nuncio, to wit one 

* to each ambassador, and one to each of their 
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* principals, together with so maoy copies of 

* the booky of which the author makes mention 
< in the letter, the title whereof is " Roberti 
<• Barclaii, theologise verae Christiana, Apo- 
V logia ; Carolo secundo, Magnse Britannias, 
** &c. regi, oblata.*** This was the Latin 
title of the Apology, which was enlarged, as 
we have seen, in the English edition. 

Robert Barclay*s last printed work was 
also the translation of a long Latin letter, 
which he had some years before written to a 
person of quality in Holland, on the following 
occasion. The person in question was Adrian 
Pacts. Robert Barclay, having had some 
conversation with him respecting the principles 
of Friends, was requested by Pacts to recon- 
sider the strength of the arguments which he 
had adduced against Barclay's doctrine. 
This Barclay accordingly did, and in conse- 

* Robert BarcUy't Apology for true Chriitiftn Diviflity, pre«CBte4 
l» Chaile* &d king of G{fat Britain, &c. 
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^ence of his finding tBem, as he thought, tne 
weaker the more he examined them> he wrote 
from his prison at Aberdeen, the letter ta 
■ Faets. Some years after he met ^th Pacts 
ag^n, in London,^ and> after some further 
conversation, the latter confessed ' that he had 
' been mistaken ia his notion of the Quakers ;. 

< for he found they could make a reasonable 

< plea for the foundation of their religion.*' 
Shortly after, our author translated and pub- 
lished his letter in English, giving it this title^ 

• The possibility and necessity of the inward 

• and immediate revelation of the Spirit of God, 

• towards the foundation and ground of true 

• faith, proved: in a letter writ in Latm to a 
' person of quality in Holland; and now alsa 

• put into English, by R. B.' This letter is 
wholly argumentative, and has been considered 
by such as have read it with attention, to be as 

*Paets was then s Commitsioner for the I)atch Ea«t ItidfaCem- 
pany. When Barclay saM^ him berore, he waa jtut rCtuTfted frMH ui 
MibMsjr U» Spain, from the States General. 
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accurate a piece as was ever produced by iti . 
accurate autlior. Nevertheless it has much of 
a metaphysical cast, and is rather adapted for 
the learned and the nice discerner, than for the 
ignorant and siiapUi and was probably on that 
jtccouTit the mofe acceptable to the person t<> 
irhom It was addressedi and the more impres- 
sive on'his raind. 

The works of Robert Barclay were 
collected after his decease^ and published ia 
^692, In a folio volume, tntitled • Truth Tri* 
^ athphant, through the Spiritual warfare, Chris* 

* tian labours, and writidgs, of that able and 
« faithful servant of Jesus Christ, Roekrt 

• Barclay.* It is still occasionally to })e 
•met with. An ec&ion in three volumes octavo, 

came out in 1718; but this is very scarce. 

Should, however, the first and third volume be 

' procured, an Apology completes the set. The 

English Apology itself has been printed eight 
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times* in London. Accordingly the London 
edition of 1800 is called the eighth. But 
there has been also a Dublin edition, and one 
in large quarto by Baskerrille at Birminghanu 
There is a Dutch translation, of which 
there are two editions; one in Danish; one 
in German, of which there are three editions ; 
one in Spanish, and two in French. The 
French one of 1702 is said to be so ill done 
as to mislead. That of 1 797 may be depepded 
on ; but in any difficult case the Latin is the 
best means of deciding.f Of the Latin, a second 
edition was publiflied m octavo, 1729, said to 
be * priore emendatior.' 

* Unlen it nay be the First Edition which has no place'i name. 

f In the First Edition pa. 161, the 4th pa. ft48, the 6th pa. tt48» 
there is a remarkable error under Prop. 8. Perfection. $ a. 4thly* 
\iz,/or. Who have net attained to everlasting life, readt Who havo 
attained, 8cc.— LAtin, Qui adepti sunt. The same error is in Truth 
Triumphant, folio, pa. 388, in the German, of 1740, and in the 
French Edition of 170*, p. B76. The passage it right in the 5tht 
7th, and 8th, Lond. and in Baskervi lie's, also in the German of 1684 
and 1776, the Dutch of 1757, the French of 1797, and in the Spanish. 
An opportuoity of examining the ad and 3d« cv the Svo Edition 
•f Tnuh TViumpkaat* bai not occorrcd. 
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Of the Catechism there is one Latin edition 
stil} extant. The last English edition in 1787, 
is the 1 2th. Of the Anarchy of the Ranters, 
and Universal Love, it has been already men- 
tioned that there are editions extant. 



That it would be gratifying to the writer of 
the foregoing account of the^ works of Robert 
Barclay, to know that it had been the means 
of increasing the number of their readers, is a 
matter of but small importance ; but if, by 
reading them, or a part of them, any should 
be induced to make trial of the truths which 
Barclay recommends, the result to themselves 
may be both -important and beneficial. 

It is true, that the mind, especially when 
not much accustomed to dwell on religious 
considerations, is not always disposed to ad« 
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f ert to ftnots subjects : sometimeSf nerenfae- 
lessy and particularly in yoath, there are 
seasons when anxiety respecting the concerns* 
t>f a future Hfe will take possessbn of it ; and 
disturb the jpy, which the punuit* and thr 
acquirement, of the pleasant things of time 
are wont to afford. 

Happy is it, that these interruptions are' ex- 
perienced: for they contain the offers of 
greater and more permanent pleasures* And 
let it be recolie^led that, on ^ch occasion^, 
religion comes for the very purpose of bring- 
ing balm to the foul, and of alleriating ifi^ 
burthens ; not for that, of oppressing it with > 
greater ones* , * 

The restraints of a religiotis life are indeed 

' sometimes irksome ; though principally, tt the 

entrance^ and less as we proceed; but in pro* 

portion as the mind is willing to sufier a sense 

of its weaknesses and wants to remain upon it» 

'without seeking relief from dissipation (takiog 
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that wfMrd^ is its limitedy »n4 Uast ofiisn^irf 
meaniBg}* it will the kss fieel those restraiatf 
to be irksomei because it wiU know tliei^ to be 
the harbingers of more perfect freedom. 

In this state, a review of the experience of 
those who have more largely^ tasted of both the 
bitter and the sweet of a religious life» who have 
both borne the cross, and feltthe consolation, of 
Christianity, will be at times a delightful recre- 
ation; and, although Robert Barclay deals 
more in argument, than m narrative, yet his 
writings contain plentiful encouragement for 
the sincere traveller, through the temptations 
of time, to the rewards of eternity. 

These writings also deserve particularly to be 
commended on this account, that they bear 
fiiU and ample testimony to Christ, — ^the sure 
refuge of the weary soul : and it should afford, 
to the most feeble, if persevering. Christian, a 
hope of reaching that sure refuge, when it is 
conisidered tluu his' Lord hath declared alike 
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for the leasty as for the greatest servant in his 
family, ** Him that cometh to me> I will in 
*• no wise cast out.** 
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